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The Current State 
of America 

THERE ARE TWO SIDES to every story.  Life even-
tually teaches all of us that.  It is with this perspective 
that I want to pull back the curtain and take a look 
into the state of Christianity in America. As some have 
already looked into the state of the Church in America, 
they may have already abandoned all hope and are just 
waiting for Christ's return with the few believers they 
see around them. Still, others may see a more hopeful 
picture of revival, renewal, and reformation.

It is no secret that the number of Christians in America is 
declining.  In 1990, 86% of Americans identified them-
selves as Christians. By 2014 that number dropped to 

70.6%.   However, this is the number of “self-identifying 
Christians” and tells us nothing of the true picture of 
people who are actually followers of Jesus. Those who 
regularly attend some kind of religious service is also 
now down to less than 20%...but remember, this stat is 
for all religious services. 1  

Recent research states that there are now 195 million 
non-churched people in America, making America one 
of the top four largest “unchurched” nations in the world. 
In fact, there are approximately 360 unreached people 
groups living within America. If your measurement is 
counting Evangelical Christians, there are some states 
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and counties that would even be classified as unreached, 
because the population of Evangelicals is so low. 2

About 23% of the US population are “nones,” up from 
16% in 2007. “Nones” are people who don’t believe in 
anything in particular. Many of them were even at one 
point attenders of church, or at least born into a nominal 
Christian family.3  

During the last ten years, membership of all Protestant 
denominations declined by 9.5%, while the national 
population increased by 11.4%.  Also, in spite of the rise 
of “mega-churches,” no county in America has a greater 
church population than it did ten years ago. This is prob-
ably because much of the growth in larger churches is 
from transfer growth, as less than 2% of Christians share 
their faith and 96% of church growth is from transfer 
growth or kids being born into the church.4

Obviously, Christianity is not even close to keeping 
up with the population growth of America. What was 
once a Christian nation with a Christian culture has 
now become an unchurched nation. For the most part, 
many people, especially young people, view church as 
boring and irrelevant to their lives. One of the reasons 
for this is that as Western Christians and our fascination 
with learning, we have focused too much on knowledge. 
Most Christians unfortunately look at Christianity as 
a set of doctrinal beliefs and things to know about, 
rather than as a lifestyle of following Christ and obeying  
his commands. 

There is, however, a brighter picture to this story, another 
side of the coin as one might say.  While people are 
leaving the church in droves, many of them are people 
who “self-identify” as Christians yet don’t really have a 
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.  They are 
the “cultural Christians” or the “nominal Christians.” 

If one were to look at the state of Evangelicals in the 
US, the picture is not as dim.  Over the past seven years, 
evangelicals have lost less than 1 percent of their share of 
the population, holding steady at about 1 in 4 American 
adults (25.4% in 2014, vs. 26.3% in 2007) and preserv-
ing their status as the nation’s largest religious group. 
Evangelicals now also make up 55% of the nation’s 
protestant church members.5  

Another alarming statistic is that around 3,500 to 4,000 
churches are closing their doors every year. However, 
according to estimates from a Nashville-based research 
organization with input from 34 denominational statisti-
cians, more than 4,000 new churches opened their doors 

in 2014, outpacing the 3,700 that closed.6  While older, 
stale denominations have lost touch with the younger 
generations, all is not lost. Churches are being started, 
and in 2014, the net total of churches was actually greater 
than the year before!  

This also says nothing of the millions of Americans who 
are starting smaller churches and making disciples in 
their homes or offices. According to the American poll-
ster George Barna, as many as 30,000 house churches 
were established as of 2009, and it is estimated 6-12 
million Americans attend them.7  Some house church 
networks (or simple churches) are seeing multiplication 
of their churches at an exponential rate.  So this stat in 
2009 could be largely out of date and much higher now 
in the year 2016. Many of these people might also not 
be counted in denominational polls.  

So, while nominal Christians are dropping off and the 
rise of the “nones” is getting larger, there is still so much 
hope!  There is a large group of committed Christians in 
our country still. Their numbers are not falling drasti-
cally, and in fact, could be growing at a much faster pace 
than we think!  These committed followers of Jesus view 
being a Christian as a lifestyle of following Jesus and 
obeying His commands out of love for Him.  The chal-
lenge is that, as humans, we can’t measure this statistic.  
Only God knows who truly belongs to him and who 
doesn’t. As we look at the big picture of church growth 
in America, God is on the move and is drawing people 
to Himself—maybe just not in the conventional ways 
we are used to or trying to see him in.  
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