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A

round 500 church and mission leaders from over 45 countries gathered
last Sept 25-28 for the Ghana 2013 Global Mission Consultation. Ghana
2013 was a regional follow-up gathering to the Tokyo 2010 Global Mission
Consultation held in commemoration of Edinburgh 1910. The theme of the
gathering was on the Great Commission mandate to “Disciple all peoples.” The
Africa consultation kept the same dual emphasis of the Tokyo meeting, focusing on
both the breadth and the depth of the Great Commission. The breadth dimension
was represented by the Finish the Task network which highlighted the needs of
Africa’s 383 remaining unengaged, unreached peoples. The depth dimension
was represented by the national transformation tracks which looked at what it
means to see nations discipled through transforming business, education, the arts,
government and health.

Finishing the Task
The African church now has over 180 million evangelical Christians in over 2000
reached people groups. Evangelicals in Africa are now poised to make a significant
contribution to finishing the task in their own continent and around the world. As
in Tokyo 2010, delegates at Ghana 2013 made specific commitments to reach the
world’s unengaged, unreached people groups. Around 250 commitments were made
to engage 130 unengaged, unreached people groups by the year 2020.
Ghana 2013 highlighted the reality that the African church’s role and commitment
to fulfilling the Great Commission will become increasingly impactful in this
century. Today, Africa represents 15% of the world’s population, but by the end
of the century, almost one in three people in the world will be African. Even more
significant, by the year 2100 over half the world’s evangelicals will be in Africa. For
this reason, among others, the strength and vitality of the church in Africa will soon
have a global impact. As if by Design, while this great demographic shift is taking
place, many economies in Africa are now experiencing double-digit growth, which
history tells us will help fuel the coming surge of missionary expansion from the
continent.

Ghana 2013 Challenge
The delegates at Ghana 2013 issued a statement called the Ghana 2013 Challenge,
which represented Africa’s response to the Tokyo 2010 Declaration. The Challenge
included four areas which were of special concern to the African church: ServantLeadership, Disciple-Making, Social Transformation and the Least-Reached. The
challenge confronted areas of neglect and omission in the church in Africa and
acknowledged the church’s role in discipling the next generation of leaders, as well
as impacting every sphere of society and advancing the gospel in every unreached
								

missionfro nti e r s. o r g

34
people, “until the day comes when not a single person on
earth is without access to the transforming power of Jesus
Christ.” Those who wish to join with the African church
in this commitment can sign the challenge online at www.
ghana2013.org/challenge.php.

Africa Missions Association
One of the history-making developments and fruits of
Ghana 2013 was the formation of an Africa Missions
Association. The purpose of the Africa Missions Association
(AfMA) is to strengthen and create national mission
associations in every country in Africa, and assist in
the development of new and existing African sending
structures. The association came about through the joint
initiative of the Ghana Evangelical Missions Association
and the Nigerian Evangelical Missions Association,
together with leaders from nine other African nations. A
fundamental purpose of mission associations is to establish
agreed upon standards for mission sending and to hold
members accountable to those commitments. This is one of
the reasons these professional-level associations are so vitally

important to the
emerging mission
movements
around the
world (see www.
missionsafrica.
net for more
information).
Dr. Yong Cho, a
representative of
the Asia Missions
Association at
Ghana 2013, and current director of the Global Network
of Mission Structures, observed that the Africa Missions
Association has been a dream fulfilled for African leaders
after many decades of gentle nurturing and dialogue.

Vision 2020
As a final objective of Ghana 2013, the countries
represented at the consultation examined five components
of national discipleship and developed or reaffirmed
commitments toward specific objectives in these areas over
the next seven years. The five components were identified as
1.) Reaching every unreached people group, 2.) Saturation
Church Planting, 3.) Multiplying Disciple-Makers, 4.)
Transforming Society, and 5.) Blessing the Nations.

Passing the Torch
The extra funds generated by Tokyo 2010 were used to seed
Ghana 2013. In the same way, the delegates at the Ghana
meeting took up an offering to pass the torch to the next
regional consultation which will be in Lima, Peru in October
of 2014. The meeting in Lima will aim to awaken the Latin
American church to the increasing presence of Islam in
Latin America and the opportunity this represents to impact
the Muslim world with the gospel. Those interested in
participating in this event can register at www.lima2014.org
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Preamble
Almost two thousand years ago, our Lord Jesus Christ
gave his church a mandate to disciple all nations. Today
we are closer than ever to seeing this mandate fulfilled.
We acknowledge, however, that as the gospel has gone
wide, it has not always gone deep. Though we rejoice in
the progress of the Church around the world, we lament
that in many areas, Christian living is superficial, nominal
and ineffectual. We further recognize that a weak church
will not be able to advance very far in the final frontiers
of the gospel, which are the most challenging before us.
We therefore issue the following call, first to ourselves as
leaders from all over Africa, and secondly to others around
the world, whom we implore to join with us in this
summons to full obedience to the cause of Christ.

Servant-Leadership
We acknowledge that the weaknesses in our churches and
societies are fundamentally a failure of leadership. We
repent of self-centered leadership which misuses power
to exploit others for personal gain. We acknowledge
that all power is a trust from God to empower others,
for which we will be held accountable to the highest
authority. We call upon leaders everywhere, both within
the church and society at large, to model their leadership
after the ultimate leader, Jesus Christ, who said he came
to serve others, not to be served. We call upon all those
of influence in society to use their position for good, to
uphold justice, to honor the truth, to defend the innocent
and protect the vulnerable. We covenant before God to
hold ourselves to the highest standards of righteousness,
financial integrity, humility and sacrificial living.

Disciple-Making
We acknowledge our mandate as the Church of Jesus Christ
to disciple all nations, teaching them to obey everything
Christ commanded. We recognize that the primary purpose
of the church is to be a forum for discipleship and the
exercise of spiritual gifts to build up the body of Christ. We
confess that we have left the church woefully undiscipled
and unequipped for the work of the ministry. We further
acknowledge that many of our leaders have not received the

discipleship they needed or still need. We call upon
the Church to equip the next generation of leaders
by providing a solid discipleship foundation through
mentorship. We acknowledge that the biblical model
of discipleship is based on living life together, not
just preaching and teaching, but authentic living
through coaching, mentoring and demonstrating. We
covenant before God to make discipleship a priority
within the Church, to equip believers with godly
mentors, and to see every believer empowered to
disciple others in the same way.

Social-Transformation
We acknowledge that the gospel of Jesus Christ is
the light of the world and the salt of the earth. As
a person should reflect the life of Christ, so society
should reflect God’s kingdom. The true gospel will
impact every sphere of society from government, to
education, to business, to the arts. We acknowledge
that social transformation is a process that happens
first by changing lives through the regenerating work
of the Holy Spirit, second by impacting worldviews
through the teaching of God’s Word, and third
through the gradual alignment of cultural traditions
and institutions with the values of the Kingdom of
God. We confess that we have secularized our work
and have often forgotten that every calling in life is
sacred and an act of worship. We covenant before
mission fro nti e r s. o r g

36
God to be his witnesses in every sphere of society and to
represent his kingdom with integrity in everything we do.

The Least-Reached
We acknowledge our Lord’s assignment to his Church
to proclaim the gospel of the Kingdom to all ethnic
groups. We confess that we have neglected hundreds of
people groups, though we have had the capacity to reach
them with the love of Christ. We repent of this neglect,
omission and disobedience and commit ourselves to
sending workers to all the remaining unreached peoples
in Africa and beyond. We call upon the church around
the world to finish the task of reaching “every nation,
tribe, people and language” with the gospel in our
generation. We covenant before God to disciple every
believer to obey the Great Commission, through his or
her prayers, giving, sending and going, until the day
comes when not a single person on earth is without access
to the transforming power of Jesus Christ.
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Call to Action
Finally, we commit ourselves to the ongoing work of
evaluating and assessing the Church’s progress in developing
leaders, making disciples, transforming society and loving
the unreached. We will be honest with our shortcomings
and resolve to address them. We will refuse to remain in
ignorance about the state of the Church and the Great
Commission. We will be proactive in regularly surveying
where we are and where we need to go in working together
to address priority needs and challenges in the Church’s
mandate to disciple all nations. We call upon the church
around the world to take up this challenge, to set aside our
differences and re-align our priorities to accomplish the
great work before us. Toward this end, we humbly beseech
the intercession of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to carry
on this mandate through the power of the Holy Spirit, and
for the glory of our Heavenly Father. To his Name be the
highest praise, both now and forevermore. Amen.
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