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Dear Reader,

hen I say the words
“Islam” or “Muslim,” what
thoughts or images come

to your mind? Do you think of bloody
pictures of terrorist attacks from Israel
or New York? Do you think of masked
gunmen with AK-47s raised in the air
and explosives strapped to their chests?
Perhaps fear or anger rises in your heart.
If so, you are not alone. I think all of us,
to a greater or lesser degree, have had
these images pressed into our minds by
television images from around the world.
When I have spoken with people in
churches about reaching Muslims with
the gospel, the one thing that I have
encountered most often is fear. Believers
are often afraid for their personal safety

Carl and Ted traveled throughout the
Middle East with the goal of determin-
ing whether Jesus’ command to love
our enemies is a realistic proposition in
our age. Ted, a popular author of many
Christian novels, admits that he had the
same fears that many of us might have at
the thought of entering “enemy terri-
tory” and meeting with the second in
command of Hezbollah. They went with
the goal of loving the Muslims they met.
Carl explores this idea of loving our en-
emies in his article, “Loving Bin Laden,”
starting on page 6.
Carl and Ted have just released an excit-
ing new book, 7¢a with Hezbollah, which
we have excerpted on pages 11-13. It is
the incredible, heart-pounding account
of their journeys in the Middle East
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IT MIGHT BE NATURAL FOR US TO BE FEARFUL, BUT

WE ARE CALLED TO SUPERNATURAL LIVING. AND
FEAR IS NOT PART OF SUPERNATURAL LIVING.

when thinking of making contact with
Muslims, even those in the USA. But
how does God want us to respond? It
might be natural for us to be fearful, but
we are called to supernatural living. And
fear is not part of supernatural living. We
are called to faith as we proclaim God’s
glory in every tribe and tongue, includ-
ing among Muslims.

Carl Medearis, Ted Dekker and former
South Carolina governor David Beasley
got together recently for a global web-
cast on January 28 to talk about why we
fear Muslims and what we can do to
reach out to them. We have a report on
this webcast on page 10. If you would
like to watch this webcast, you can ac-
cess it by going to Attp.//www. why-
doyoufearme.com/live/archive/012810/.
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Muslim leaders
whom many
would likely
call terrorists.

Is it possible to
love these kind of people with the love
of Christ? It is a great read, but it also
provides some of the keys to reaching the
Muslim world with the love of Christ.

But what can we take away from all
this? Are Carl and Ted the only ones
who can love their “enemies” and love
Muslims with the love of Christ? Or is
it possible for the rest of us to put our
fears aside and to reach out to Muslims,
especially to Muslims in our midst? God
has brought the world to our doorstep.
Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists live
and work in our neighborhoods—per-
haps even next door. Do we care enough
about these people to move outside of
our comfort zones, conquer our fears
and bring the love of Christ to them

in genuine friendship? It is the love of
Christ that transforms lives, and it is the
love of Christ that can transform the
Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist worlds. If
you would like to be a part of reaching
out to people from other cultures, Carl
Medearis has set up a website that can
help. Just go to www.iwillbeafriend.com
for more information on how you can be
involved.

Clues to Ministry to Muslims
Carl and Ted’s experiences in the
Middle East give us some insights as
what to do and not to do in bringing
Muslims to Jesus.

God has already placed a deep level of
respect and honor for Jesus in the hearts
of many Muslims. In their travels, Carl
and Ted found no opposition to their
talking about the person of Jesus. In fact,
talking about Jesus opened doors and
broke down barriers of mistrust and fear.
With this as a starting point, we can
seek to lead Muslims to focus on Jesus,
learn about Him from the Scriptures,
and encourage them to follow Him.
Imagine what could happen if Muslims
actually started to study the Bible in
search of Jesus?

Jesus is welcome, but our Christianity is
not. What Carl and Ted heard repeat-
edly was that Muslims like Jesus but not
our Christianity. We must come to terms
with the fact that our job is not to go
around the world and force our versions
of Christianity on people and “convert”
them to our side. This is not a contest

to see how many people we can get to
become like us and join our “team.” Our
job is to introduce them to Jesus and His
love for them and let the Holy Spirit
guide them into following Jesus in their
own unique way as they learn about
Him from the Scriptures.
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IF WE WANT MUSLIMS TO FOLLOW JESUS, THEN WE MUST COME TO THEM WITH LOVE AND RESPECT
AND NOT TRY TO ARGUE THEM INTO THE KINGDOM.

It is also time for us to stop calling
ourselves Christians. Does that shock
you? At best the term has become
meaningless, and at worst it has become
an obstacle to sharing Jesus with the un-
reached. In our Western culture there is
almost no statistical difference between
those that call themselves Christians
and those that don’t. Rates for divorce,
pregnancies outside of marriage, abor-
tion and more are all virtually the same.
People who believe the Bible and those
that don't both call themselves Chris-
tians. In the Muslim world the term
comes with much negative baggage.

A few years ago my wife led a Mus-
lim woman to faith in Jesus. The first
thing the woman asked was if she had
to start calling herself a Christian. My
wife wisely said, “No,” and the woman
was greatly relieved. Much better, more
meaningful terms would be “follower of
Jesus,”“disciple of Jesus” and “believer
in the one true God.” These are not
offensive to most Muslims, and they are
actually more descriptive. If we insist on

calling ourselves Christians, then we are
insisting on miscommunicating to Mus-
lims and causing unnecessary offense.

Bashing Islam and Muhammad is not
an effective strategy. Over the years I
have run into many books, emails and
broadcasts from people who seem to
think that running down Islam and
Muhammad will convince Muslims

to “convert” to their side. They seem

to think that if they just have a good
enough argument, then Muslims will
see the light and dump their deeply-
held beliefs. Yet note, by comparison, if
someone comes to my home and says
many ugly things about my mother, I am
not likely to agree with him even if some
of what he says is true. I am also not
likely to want him as a friend or to listen
to anything else he has to say. If we want
Muslims to follow Jesus, then we must
come to them with love and respect and
not try to argue them into the Kingdom.
People generally do not move instan-
taneously from one belief system to
another based on the best of arguments

or evidence. God meets us where we are
and often moves us gradually to where
He wants us to be.

I have talked with enough missionaries
to know that there are still many who
believe that any believer in Jesus from a
Muslim background must convert to our
culture and traditions and reject their
own in order to have a genuine salvation
experience. This has been the prevail-
ing method for the last 1300 years, with
few Muslims coming to faith in Christ.
Missiologists call this the “extraction”
method because the Muslim is being
removed from his culture and commu-
nity. But as missionaries have begun to
rethink their approach and reach out to
Muslims with love and respect, a new
day is dawning in Muslim ministry with
growing numbers of Muslims beginning
to follow Jesus within their own cultural
contexts. A renewed focus on Jesus in
both the Muslim and Christian worlds
is what we need to finally find the love
and peace we all seek with God and
each other. T
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Operation WorldView is taught by
Bob Schindler and Werner Mischke

@ You'll feel the excitement of missions through classic videos and
film clips from “Ee-Taow!,” “Abraham,” “The Harvest”

@ You'll find it easy to introduce the basics of world missions — -
eight lessons designed for one-hour classes using a turn-key DVD curriculum —
ideal for small groups and Sunday School classes

Operation WorldView: Missions curriculum
based on the Perspectives course for small groups

“Operation WorldView is an excellent and enjoyable summary of the main points
found in the Perspectives course” —pave Flynn, National Director, Perspectives Study Program, USCWM

@ You'll see the Participant Study Guide has a just-right blend of... listening guide,
discussion starters, compelling Bible studies, and the article, “The Story of His Glory”

@ You'll be thrilled to see friends discovering big truths about God and the joy of being
involved in His mission — through powerful, clear teaching and interactive learning

Operation WorldView, Perspectives Family Edition: $269

Order online: www.missionl.org
Call toll-free: 866-346-1354

FREE SHIPPING for orders within continental United States
MISSION ONE -

PO BOX 5960 + SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85261

+ 480-951-0900

“In over 30 years of missions involvement
| have never seen a more effective tool

for mobilizing a congregation to become
involved in The Story above all stories.

In fact, | am in the process of teaching
Operation Worldview to all our Sunday
School classes, from the teens through the
adults. ..about God’s global purpose that
is so powerfully presented in this course.”
— Glenn R. Felty, Pastor of Missions,

Cedar Crest Bible Fellowship Church,
Allentown, PA
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