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A Dynamic Combination!

DAvVE FLYNN

of Wheaton College that would eventually grow

into one of the most effective and widely used
mobilization tools in history. The words of that first
professor, Arthur Glasser, characterized the path the
Perspectives course would follow: “Who despises the
day of small things?” (Zech 4:10). In the 35 years
since, Perspectives has impacted over 80,000 North
American believers from all walks of life, and thou-
sands of others around the world.

I n 1974, a small class took place on the campus

Perspectives was originally designed as a course for
college students following the 1973 Urbana Student
Mission Convention. The unprecedented number
of students there who pledged their lives to mis-
sion moved Dr. Ralph Winter to action. “God
cannot lead you on the basis of information you do
not have,” Winter famously said, as he crafted and
launched the Summer Institute of International
Studies (the original name of Perspectives).

In the early 1980s Perspectives coordinators were en-
couraged to get churches involved by hosting classes.
This produced a strong shift in the demographics of
Perspectives participants towards laypeople. Now, 25
years later, only 17% of those who take Perspectives
are collegians. The exciting news, however, is that
the pendulum is swinging back to a better balance,
and students are enrolling in

droves! Before Dr. Winter died

earlier this year, he asked, “How

do we get Perspectives back to the college campus
where it started?” Well, Dr. Winter, we’re working
on it!

Yes, our national staff team, regional directors, and
1000+ volunteers across the U.S. are vigorously press-
ing ahead in getting churches and lay people engaged
in Perspectives. But, we also have renewed vision

and goals to establish Perspectives courses on or near
multiple college campuses in all 50 states. If you live
anywhere near a college campus, will you help us?

One of our newest strategies for getting Perspec-
tives back to the campus is the college mobilization
ministry of Every Ethne. We have a growing band of
seasoned staff who come alongside to serve the vari-
ous campus ministries, provide a mission emphasis,
and use Perspectives as one of their main mobiliza-
tion tools. One of our Campus Mobilizers, Andy
Kampman, lives in Iowa City (home of the Univer-
sity of Iowa) but is focused on engaging, equipping
and connecting students (all over the state) to God’s
heart for the nations. See Andy’s story in the sidebar.

A Bonus and a Warning

A huge bonus feature for students is the fact that
Perspectives is available for college credit in dozens
of universities and seminaries across the country—
including Trinity International University. On
most campuses, it usually takes just one determined
student to spearhead getting Perspectives accepted
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for credit at his or her college, thus paving the way
for perhaps hundreds of others who can also take it
for credit. Contact our office for a complete packet
on how to get your college (Christian or secular) to
accept Perspectives for credit.

Still, hundreds of college students each year will
choose not to take advantage of the credit option, but
rather take Perspectives at (still demanding!) cerzifi-
cate level. This prompts the question: Why would a
university student with a full academic load take an
additional 3-hour college level course requiring 30+
pages reading per week, assignments, final paper,
etc...without receiving credit? Could it be there is

a movement of God underway, preparing the next
generation of World Christians to pursue ambitions
greater than the American Dream?

But beware: Of all the classes one may take in col-
lege, Perspectives may be the most significant in terms
of putting all the rest of them in... well, perspective!
Here’s how Alaina, a student involved with Chi
Alpha at Oregon State, described her experience:
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"% - or "
showed me what we could e

work together to do.” »

Dark dots represent Perspectives locations, most of which are within driving
distance of numerous colleges. Don't see a location near you? Start a course!
We can help you do that.

The Vital Link

'There are thousands of “Alainas” coming off the
college campus each year who are ready and willing
to serve God and extend the Kingdom anywhere
He tells them. In addition, the Lord has seen

fit to entrust us with one of the most potent and
effective mobilization tools in modern history—the
Perspectives course! And so we stay up late at

night, brainstorming and praying about how our
Perspectives team and course can be the vital link
between the college campus and the unreached
world. We feel a heavy burden and stewardship

to provide whole new generations of goers to the
myriad of excellent sending agencies spread out

WILL YOU PIONEER PERSPECTIVES ON A CAMPUS IN YOUR STATE?

My wife and I took the three-week Intensive
Perspectives course in Pasadena four summers
ago. Our lives were turned upside down,

and six months later we launched our first
Perspectives class in Iowa City (University of
Towa) and a second one in Ames (Iowa State)
in partnership with another church filled with
collegians. Each class was packed out with
over 100 students! Then God began laying

it on our hearts to start classes on campuses
and communities all over Iowa. Every year

we asked: “Where else could God start a new
class?” And then we would diligently pray and

Andy Kampman, Every Ethne Campus Mobilizer
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recruit specific leaders and influencers from
that town and/or campus to commit to the
course and bring their “tribes” with them.
'This spring we will have moved from zero
classes (in 2005) to ten spread out across the
state! My plea to you: Do whatever it takes to
get as many college students in your classes
as possible. They add energy, faith, questions,
passion and a huge desire to change the
status quo. Why can’t this same kind of
movement happen in your state? It can! God
is looking for one man, one woman, one
student who will take personal responsibility
to see it happen! What about you? 1
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across the U.S. and beyond. If you are
part of an agency, please help us to help
. you!—become a partner agency with us.

. F Dream with Me
: e ’ ] ?‘ Finally, I have to believe there is at least
§ L M " one evangelical church and/or ministry

\ » 5, " #ﬂ‘ LT A F,. # C on or within driving distance of each of
» r

r LRy our nation’s 3,000+ institutions of higher
s _ . Pl education. What if just one of these fellowships
s P TR ™ ~ ™ near each of these schools committed to launch
re . M =L a Perspectives course and pull in other churches
’1"_ f"": aat = g i .l and para-church collegiate ministries in order
;'F = #‘ A ey to mobilize this next generation of students to
» " rf " complete the Great Commission? Will you take the
X S [ R . ] challenge? With the resources to finish this task in
i vr — T Pl oW lifetime, it would
S r seem the only reason
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indifference, lack

of vision... or just

plain disobedience!

As it was a century ago,
pray with us that “the evangelization of
the world in this generation” will once
again be the rallying cry of thousands
of today’s college students. 1

ww PERSPECTIVES

ACLIFE INTERRUPTED

“Mark” (a pseudonym) went to North Carolina State to get a
degree in electrical engineering and build a career and comfortable
life. But during his junior year he took Perspectives and learned of
God’s heart for the nations. One speaker in particular radically
transformed the way Mark viewed Muslims. His world was rocked,
and at the end of that night’s class he approached the speaker and
asked how he could learn more. The instructor connected Mark

to a friend who began to mentor him each week in his “World
Christian” growth.

That summer Mark went to Indonesia to participate in I-Pact, a
training program on how to reach Muslims. He had an incredible
experience and made great friendships with Muslim college
students, presenting Jesus to each of them. Mark returned to
campus that fall and got involved with the Muslim Student
Association, making even more Muslim friends. His love and
burden grew, and when he graduated Mark decided to join a
mission agency focused on sharing Jesus with Muslims.

He is now preparing to go to France for a year to learn French and then
head to North Africa to an unreached people. His plan is to stay there
until a reproducing movement of Jesus followers is established. Mark
pinpoints that night at Perspectives as the place where his life plans were
forever “interrupted” and redirected for the cause of Christ and the
evangelization of the least-reached. 1
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GET YOUR FREE
MISSIONS eBOOK

~ NOW!

www.authenticpublishing.com,
fill out the information and
select one of ten titles to
download for free. You can also
check out free excerpts of other
exceptional missions titles that
are priced 25-90% below retail.
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