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editorial comment 

Ralph D. Winter

In my opinion, the biggest 
single “EDGE” is the edge of 
the Evangelical tradition as it 
meets the secular world. 

where signifi cant additional facts need 
to be added, and, in some cases, faulty 
understanding contradicted.

Trouble is, the average Christian 
school teacher has been brought up on 
secularized texts and simply does not 
know what is missing.

Meanwhile the growing number of 
truly outstanding Evangelical historians, 
like Mark Noll at Wheaton and George 
Marsden at Notre Dame, are producing 
superb treatments of American history 
that rarely cross the threshold of the 
average Evangelical family.

Nevertheless, our best missionaries 
are products of our secularized school 
world. But how can a missionary to 
intellectuals in India cope with harsh 
criticism of the Christian tradition 
when all he knows, and all the Indian 
intellectual knows, is a very jaundiced 
record of the facts?

If the Bible is responsible for the un-
ending persecution of Jews, the Inqui-
sition’s burning of heretics, the Vatican’s 
oppression of Galileo and the Salem 
witch trials, you would think that for 
anyone to accept our faith they would 
have to go schizoid into an intellectual 
“warp.” That is, they might accept the 
nice people and the fellowship, but have 

to hold in reserve 
all kinds of intel-
lectual doubts—or 
live in two disparate 
worlds.

One of the 
most popular and 
pervasive secular 
viewpoints is Dar-
winian evolution. 
Personally, I believe 

that no “scientifi c” theory has ever been 
more unbelievable. I just can’t see how 
the idea of random change, abetted by 
natural selection, remotely explains the 
incredible profundity of life on earth.

However, many Evangelicals who 
are devout believers in the Bible do not 
agree with me. In fact, there are a half a 
dozen alternative theories, and there are 
Evangelicals holding all of them. Now 
if earnest Bible believers hold some of 
these theories, whatever view we prefer, 
how can we insist that other believers 
or secular scientists must all be stupid or 
dishonest?

Can you still get to heaven if you 

However, recently we saw a profes-
sor at Penn State, Philip Jenkins, come 
out with a worldwide survey of Chris-
tianity that is very appreciative—The 
Next Christendom. It speaks glowingly 
of the millions of Christians in the 
Third World.

Meanwhile, our millions of school 
children—whether in Christian schools 
or not—are exposed incessantly to a 
world barren of the work of God, or of 
honest, praying people. Why? Because 
the ruling texts in both kinds of schools 
have been prepared by publishers who 
hardly dare to raise the subject of reli-
gion. Yet religion, for better or worse, 
in every country of the world, is a truly 
mighty force. And it has been all down 
through the centuries.

Here in Pasadena, in our task-ori-
ented fellowship, 
we have come to 
the conclusion that 
Evangelical stu-
dents at every level, 
in every course they 
take, ought to be 
enabled to see the 
larger picture. We 
can’t wish away the 
millions of dollars 
of investment in 
secular texts with beautiful pictures and 
graphics. They are what SAT scores 
lean on, whether you are in a Christian 
school or not.

What we can do, little by little, 
while setting an example for others to 
follow, is to compile “Supplementary 
Texts” (actually booklets) that add in 
these missing ingredients of the real 
world where the expanding kingdom of 
God is the principal reality. We are at-
tempting to do this for specifi c widely-
used textbooks.

The other day I went through the 
fi rst 70 pages of a substantial text on 
American history and noted 22 places 

Whatever 
scientifi c view 

we prefer, how can 
we insist that other 
believers or secular 
scientists must all be 
stupid or dishonest?
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Dear Reader,
Few things have I followed more 

closely in the last 50 years than the at-
titude of the secular world toward the 
church and missions.

Talk about “Missions at the Edge,” 
which is the theme of this issue (and 
the theme of the recent conference of 
mission executives mentioned in this 
issue).

In my opinion, the biggest single 
“EDGE” is the edge of the Evangeli-
cal tradition as it meets the secular 
world. This EDGE is the boundary 
(or wall) between two very different 
worlds. It is a boundary we have to 
cross.

When a few hardy souls from 
the secular world venture into ours, 
they feel strange with our specialized 
vocabulary and our unanalyzed prac-
tices. Meanwhile it is common among 
Evangelicals to pooh-pooh science as 
well as the scientists.

One man who crossed over this 
edge I heard about just yesterday. I 
received an email from a missionary 
in Jordan. It contained an article from 
last Sunday’s New York Times (Sept 
28). One of the Times’ most liberal 
writers saw fi rst-hand Evangelicals 
at work in Mozambique. His title for 
what he wrote about them is “God is 
On Their Side”: very friendly, but very 
arms-length. Some good things have 
bled through the secular media lately.

But, for me, the colossus of bias 
today is a deeply ingrained negative 
attitude throughout the academic 
world, especially in history, sociology 
and anthropology.
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editorial con’t.

don’t understand the “right” viewpoint 
about the age of the earth?

Francis Collins is the tall, solid 
believer who was tapped by the U.S. 
government to head the massive 
Human Genome project. He frankly 
believes in unaided evolution. As the 
editor of the International Journal of 
Frontier Missions, I am running a brief 
spiritual testimony by him in the Oct.-
Dec. issue of IJFM. In that issue we 
also have three articles by other Evan-
gelicals who want earnestly to reduce 
the blood being spilled by crusaders 
for one position against another.

This whole fall issue of IJFM is on 
the frontier of science vs. missions. We 
cannot any longer take the Gospel into 
all the world without meeting highly 
educated leaders inside and outside of 
the church movements who have ac-
quired essentially the same secularized 
education that pervades the United 
States. This is every day becoming 
more and more a major factor in mis-
sions. (You can get this issue of IJFM, 
plus all four of next year, for $17.50 by 
phoning in your credit-card order to 
Betty, 626-296-7501.)

This is why we have been push-
ing the absolutely marvelous video 
Unlocking the Mystery of Life. It is still 
available for $10 postpaid. (Call to the 
same number above.)

And now I have saved the very best 
news for the last. Not in my lifetime, 
to my knowledge, has any professor in 
a secular university produced such a 
ringing defense of Christianity and as 
cogent a correction of secular biases as 
Rodney Stark, in his three books pub-
lished by Princeton University Press: 
The Rise of Christianity, One True God, 
and For the Glory of God. The latter is 
the best. The dust jacket boldly claims 
that 

Whether we like it or not, people 
acting for the glory of God have 
formed our modern culture.

He gives 80 pages just to the es-
sential dependence of the rise of science 
itself upon Christian belief.  (I have 
written Princeton for permission to 
reprint those 80 pages as a separate 

book.)  He steps on a lot of toes. He 
shows how consistently biased most 
historians and sociologists are in the 
mainstream of academia. Astonishing. 
Every seminary student should have 
this book. Every student of science. 
Well, every student, period. Every 
Evangelical. (At one point he even 
quotes from Mission Frontiers!).

Quite honestly I regard this book 
to be one of the most valuable books I 
have ever owned. I would almost give 
my entire library for it.  You can order 
it from Amazon.com or Half.com. 
There is nothing like it. 

Stark’s academic credentials are 
secure. For many years he has been 
on the faculty at the University of 
Washington. Now, in retirement, he 

Not in my lifetime, to my knowledge, has any professor in a secular 
university produced such a ringing defense of Christianity.

has recently agreed to teach at Baylor 
University.

Why am I so high on this book? 
Because it meets the EDGE head–on. 
It goes to bat with exhaustive hard 
facts to disprove a wide variety of 
myths that have fl ourished in the arid 
air of contemporary secularity. It, like 
the New York Times article mentioned 
above, is a credible case for overturn-
ing many negative viewpoints with 
which secular people are walled off 
from us.  It sets the record straight. 
It will undergird the Supplementary 
Texts we envision. It can be cited with 
authority. It is truly a sensation with-
out being sensational. 

§In connection with the 25th Anniversary of the Mission 
Frontiers bulletin, we are soon to make available a nicely-
bound, full-size fi rst combined volume of 450 pages 

containing the fi rst four years of existence of this bulletin. 
These four years are the period January 1979 through 
December 1982. They portray the most risky and exciting 
period of the founding of the Frontier Mission Fellowship 
and U.S. Center for World Mission. 

By a miracle of modern technology this whopper of a 
book can be yours (and for your church library or missionary 
or mission–minded student) for just $12 plus $3.95 postage. 
But don’t send any money. Just phone, mail, or email us your 
personal address and shipping address(es). When it is ready 
we will send it (them) and enclose a bill for $12 + $3.95 per 
copy. You then can pay by check or credit card. 

Announcement§
Phone: (626) 296-7501 • Email: rdw112233@aol.com
Mail: 1605 Elizabeth Street, Pasadena, CA 91104, USA 
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letters to the editorletters to the editor

Folded-Up 
and Dog-
Eared

I enjoyed and 
read every article 
of the [March-
April] Mission 
Frontiers.  My 

issue is folded up and dog-eared 
from reading.  And I am not 
a professional missionary [or] 
teacher of missions but rather 
a layperson with an interest in 
the subject.  Mark Harris’ article 
about student selection covered 
a topic with understanding in a 
manner that I had never thought 
about.

Dave Fritz
Tallahassee, FL

Selling Magazines by 
Stirring Controversy?

I am writing to respond to 
your recent [September-October] 
issue concerning Mission and 
Media. I think this is a healthy 
discussion. As one who works 
in closed countries (Muslim, 
Hindu, and Buddhist), I am 
keenly aware of the problems 
and concerns of personnel in 
these areas. I was approached 
by TIME through a mission 
executive to speak with them 
about our work. I proceeded to 
tell him why I would not do that 
during my lifetime or his. The 
work we do in transformational 
business development would be 
jeopardized in every place we 
work as well as bringing possible 
harm to those brothers and sisters 
we work among.

My reaction, while giving 
respect to the valid criticisms of 
the TIME article, is that they 
are only interested in one thing: 
selling magazines by stirring 
controversy. We are not starting 
paper businesses either (a valid 
critique of some kingdom 
enterprise work), but real 
companies that bring wealth and 
stability to the local economy and 
that help indigenous people fund 

their own kingdom objectives 
(i.e., evangelism/church planting/
recovery).

 One observation is that most 
of the content for the article(s) 
came from mission executives, 
not fi eld personnel. Those in the 
battle know the risks generally, 
and kept quiet.

 For many years the only 
people who really loved the sons 
and daughters of Ishmael in the 
West were and are those brave 
souls who love Christ and are 
giving their lives to these that 
need the Good News of Christ. 
Recent interest by the secular 
press and others is fi lled with 
self-interest and not the right 
heart for Christ’s transformation 
of souls and cultures.

Name withheld for security

I do not disagree with many 
of the facts [TIME author 
David Van Biema] presents.  In 
his reporting on the issues he 
has done his homework and 
certainly raises many of the 
common concerns with which 
missiologists and missionaries 
alike are presently wrestling.  In 
the case of tent-making ministry 
and so-called “undercover 
evangelism”, certainly Christian 
integrity demands truth-telling 
rather than lies and outright 
deception, and certainly some 
Evangelicals have stepped over 
the line in their presentation of 
themselves and their ministry.

The problem with Van 
Biema’s analysis of this issue is 
that it doesn’t seek to honestly 
deal with such activities in light 
of biblical ethics or any other 
ethical standard.  His purpose 
in reporting on this one aspect 
of missions in Muslim lands is 
not to consider its consistency 
or inconsistency with biblical 
teaching or ethical standards, 
but rather to build his case 
against Christian activity that 
seeks to convert Muslims 
(i.e., Christian activity that is 

proactively evangelistic).  The 
fact that Evangelicals and other 
Christian groups (even non-
Christian groups) disagree on 
how Christians living in Islamic 
countries should practice their 
faith and fulfi ll their missionary 
calling only serves to further his 
argument that Christians should 
not proselytize Muslims in such 
places.

Of course, the undercover 
nature of how some missionaries 
operate in Islamic countries is 
only one area among a host of 
others that Van Biema briefl y 
addresses in order to build his 
case.  While he doesn’t come 
right out and say that Christians 
should not convert Muslims, 
he certainly says so much in 
the totality of all of the article’s 
sub-topics and the commentary 
that ties them all together.  If 
one were to recognize the big 
picture fi rst and read each 
particular sub-topic in light 
of the chief topic (Should 
Christians Convert Muslims?), 
I believe that the unmistakable 
conclusion one would draw 
is that Christians should not 
evangelize Muslims in Muslim 
countries (and perhaps anywhere 
else as well) …

Should Christians convert 
Muslims? The Christian answer 
that is appropriately grounded in 
the teaching of Scripture is yes. 
(Of course, it is the Holy Spirit 
doing the converting.)

Do you have a response to 
something you’ve read in Mission 
Frontiers?  We’d like to hear from 
you.  Send your responses to us 
either by postal mail (see address 
below) or by E-mail:
(mission.frontiers@uscwm.org).
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August 13, 2003

Dear Colleagues in global 
mission,

On behalf of the WEA Missions 
Commission (MC), we greet you in 
the Name of the Triune missionary 
God.  We also write with a commit-
ment to the unity of the Body of Christ, 
in this case as together we determine 
how to best serve the global mission 
movements “in every nation and to all 
nations” committed to full obedience to 
the full Great Commissions of Christ.  

With this heart we engage in what we 
hope is a fruitful dialogue related to 
what is named the “Third Call”…

The MC Global Leadership Team 
discussed this past June some of the 
issues related to the proposed global 
inter-mission network of mission lead-
ers.  The following is an attempt to 
present some of the major concerns and 
questions that emerged.  Answers to 
these will provide greater clarity as we 
move forward in mutual commitments 
to Christ and his global Church.

1. We were puzzled that while the 
major article on the topic in the May-
June 2003 issue of Mission Frontiers 
was written by Patrick Johnstone, 
there seem to be substantial differences 
between his vision and that of Ralph 
Winter.  It would be helpful to have 
this matter clarified.  For us in the MC, 
the way forward is to work together 
in convergence instead of perpetuat-
ing differences or polarizing sodality 
and modality.  We need to recognize 
the validity of both dimensions of the 
Church of Christ and encourage mutu-
ally enhancing relationships between 
the two. We all note and affirm the 
reality that a very substantial percentage 
of the mission movement in the South 
is church-driven, much more than in 
the North.

A
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R From:    

The Global Leadership Team of the World Evangelical 

Alliance, Missions Commission

  To: 

Ralph Winter, Patrick Johnstone, Tim 

Lewis, and Mission Frontiers magazine

Ralph Winter’s Response

Patrick and I have never talked 
together about this since Edinburgh 
1980. Any convergence you see 
from his sincere thinking and mine 
is purely coincidental, and thus 
significant. There would have to 
be differences. There is a whole 
host of historical material in the 
International Journal of Frontier 
Missions. We sent out both the 
relevant issues of Mission Frontiers 
and IJFM to everyone who attended 
the Singapore 2002 conference 
last fall (where a global linkage of 
mission agencies surfaced as the 
highest-ranked concern)…

2. We wonder what type of a substan-
tial, global needs analysis has been done 
for this proposed network that would 
establish its viability?  How broad is the 
constituency that is truly calling for a 
new worldwide entity?  There very well 
might be a global groundswell for it, 
and we would rejoice in it.  But some of 
us were at the GCOWE 1997 meeting 
in Pretoria, South Africa and remember 
that one reason there was no ground-
swell to affirm the “Call” as expressed 
there was simply because the need for 
such was not shared widely by that very 
representative group of mission agency 
leadership.

Ralph Winter’s Response

By 2010 there will have been 
100 years of track record and 
thought behind this. Furthermore, 
the value of lots of things is not 
at the beginning recognized 
by groundswell awareness. The 
Singapore meeting did have a 
groundswell in this direction, 
however.…  When the Pretoria 
meeting took place I don’t recall 
that the issue ever came before the 
plenary, and there was no other 
opportunity for a follow-through 
structure for mission agencies even 

though other tracks (like the Deans 
and Presidents of Seminaries) did 
form a follow-through structure. It 
is as though all the other interest 
tracks can fellowship on the world 
level, but when someone suggests 
that mission agencies do so, there is 
the outcry of division.

3. We wonder how this new network 
will relate to the established national 
and regional mission leader networks?  
This concerns us because it is very 
probable that a significant majority of 
the mission movements are already 
linked to both national and regional 
mission organizations, and hence to 
the WEA MC.  Now they will have to 
respond to the invitation of the pro-
posed “Third Call” and consider the 
investment of their limited resources for 
yet another new entity.  In the words of 
Dr. K Rajendran of India:  “This may 
divide the allegiance and the synergy 
effects simply because of slight differ-
ences. We feel that this is not helpful. 
The WEA MC has caught the imagi-
nation and built a tremendous forum of 
the newly emerged mission world and 
it is working hard to build a ‘new’ type 
of partnership between the ‘older’ and 
the ‘newer’ sending world.  We cannot 
afford to dilute the energies of our col-
leagues around the world”. 

Within the MC network we work with 
some 40 national mission movements... 
Besides these national movements, 
we serve in partnership with regional 
mission bodies in the Caribbean, Latin 
America, Asia, Europe and Africa.

While membership categories vary 
widely, all include mission agencies 
(independent and denominational); 
many include a combination of mis-
sional churches, Christian aid and 
development agencies, mission support 
and resource providers, Bible and other 
theological schools that help train mis-
sionaries as well as dedicated missionary 

Subject:   

Issues related to the “Third Call”, an invitation to form a global fellowship of mission agency 

leaders [as presented in the May-June 2003 issue of Mission Frontiers]:
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training institutions, mobilizers, 
home mission agencies, research 
groups, communications bodies, 
funding agencies, member care 
groups, professors of missions, 
business associates with missional 
purpose, and other individuals.

We wish to avoid duplication, to 
strengthen but not overly-stretch 
the limited resources of existing 
national and regional mission 
movements. These national and 
regional mission bodies—repre-
senting missional modalities as 

well as sodalities—are working very 
hard to serve their members.  If an 
additional component is to be birthed 
by the Spirit of God, it seems wis-
est to join forces with established 
networks and with creativity serve to 
strengthen them.

Ralph Winter’s Response

It has already proven true that 
regional networks are helpful in 
addition to national networks, and 
in exactly the same sense so can 
global networks be helpful. In fact, 
the ethnic peoples of the world are 
rapidly becoming global, not just 
regional or national. No regional 
network can look efficiently with 
care on the global dispersion of 
Hindus, for example. … As for the 
problem of dwindling resources, no 
one is suggesting the termination 
of the regional networks’ existence 
on that ground. Perhaps once a 
global network of mission agencies 
is founded and is properly “docked” 
with the WEA Missions Commission, 
the Missions Commission can easily 
then say that it does now in fact 
convene meetings to which you 
don’t need an invitation but can 
come simply because of the nature 
of the agency you represent.

4. It was rather perplexing to read of 
Patrick Johnstone’s evaluation in the 
same issue of Mission Frontiers of the 
WEA Missions Commission as not 
relevant to the new network, particu-
larly because “…it remains somewhat 
distant from the harvesters themselves.  
In fact, the Missions Commission is a 
very small body indeed, and is hardly 
able to be fully representative of mission 
agencies in global conference in more 
than a very general way.” We wonder 
what sources led to these conclusions? 
Does this perspective fairly reflect the 
MC in its fullness?  Might it not be 

time for an updated understanding?  
Would wisdom not call us to contribute 
to strengthen and broaden the agenda 
of an established international mission 
network instead of attempting to start a 
new one?

Ralph Winter’s Response

I will just ask to what extent the 
WEA Missions Commission has 
favored, fostered, or assisted either 
the Asia Missions Association or the 
Third World Missions Association. 
And has the Missions Commission 
encouraged into existence any 
national association of mission 
structures? I hope so. In that case 
a world-level association would be 
equally logical.

5. In what way would this network in-
clude the significant church-based (with 
all of its weaknesses and strengths) 
sending bodies?  Again, it is vital to 
note that a very substantial percentage 
of the mission movement in the South is 
church-driven, much more than in the 
North with its traditions of entrepre-
neurship, individuality and organiza-
tional diversity.

Ralph Winter’s Response

 As I see it, whether a church 
or a para-church organization is 
seriously sending missionaries, 
there you find an “agency” of 
mission. Usually, though, whether 
a mega-congregation or more 
than one congregation unites in 
sending cross-cultural workers, a 
specialized structure eventually 
emerges. Those are the people, 
then, who need to interface with 
similarly responsible people.

6. We wonder if Mission Frontiers 
would be willing to dedicate an entire 
issue to report on the global outreach 
and impact of the WEA Missions 
Commission networks, as well as the 
outcomes of the consultation and the 
ten task forces/networks in Canada this 
past May 31-June 6.

Ralph Winter’s Response

Absolutely. Across the years we 
have given whole issues to the 
AD2000 Movement and the 
Lausanne Committee and maybe 
even the former WEF. We would 
love to do it.…

7. Finally and most seriously, we wish 
to invite you into a mission dialogue 
that seeks the highest good of the global 
mission movement.  We do not wish 
to go down on record as a body that 
blocks this venture of the “Third Call”, 
nor to attempt to monopolize. At the 
same time, the Missions Commission 
is committed to engaging in strate-
gic collaborative ventures with other 
established or emerging bodies that 
desire to serve the worldwide mission 
movement.  With that in mind, TIE 
(Tentmakers International Exchange) 
joined with the MC this past June.  We 
have diverse “docking mechanisms” 
that allow full freedom and at the same 
time allow us to serve in convergence 
and not divergence. We simply want to 
avoid duplication and to foster conver-
gence and synergy.  We want to engage 
in a healthy process of exploration that 
includes some of the already established 
major players that would be directly af-
fected by the current presentation of the 
“Third Call”.  In other words, the MC 
architecture is open.

Ralph Winter’s Response

I treasure your magnanimous and 
magnificent statements of purpose. 
I join with you wholeheartedly in 
the very highest hopes for close 
fellowship and collaboration in 
the future of what many conceive 
to be the one missing piece in 
global mission strategy. (There are 
national, regional, and Third World 
networks of missions agencies, 
but none global.) What I hope will 
form is a modest entity in which all 
legitimate, serious, “frontier-aware” 
agencies of mission in the world 
can meet on an equal footing, and 
are all welcome (not needing to 
be invited by name) to participate 
and relate, in full and sympathetic 
fellowship with all regional and 
national entities.

It seems clear to me that the 
tentatively entitled “Global Network 
of Mission Agencies,” if it is born 
(it has only been conceived at this 
point), would readily “dock” with 
the WEA Missions Commission 
as has TIE.  Getting the job done 
requires a host of different kinds of 
structures and relationships. 
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In conjunction with the International Society for Frontier Missiology and the 
Alliance for Missions Advancement, the Evangelical Fellowship of Mission Agencies 
(EFMA) conducted its 2003 annual meeting September 15-18 in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia.  The theme: “Missions at the Edge: Moving Past Cultural Christianity.”  

EFMA president Paul McKaughan comments,

“The edge is a monumental place. People used to think the edge was the place where one fell off 
into the abyss. Today we know the edge is where innovation takes place.  The edge is where the 
impetus for renewal always starts.  It is at the edge that true transforming mission happens. To 
often we who have organizations and positions of responsibility still look at the edge as the place 
where historic gains are threatened. We often feel immobilized by the possible threats to theology 
and practice and fail to perceive the very holy seeds of transformation that exist at the edge.

The edge is that location where Biblical faith encounters the belief systems of those who do not 
acknowledge Christ as Lord. This is the place where our theological reflection ceases to be theoretical 
and becomes intensely practical.  This same faith encounter with the people at the edge can and 
must take place in our own culture if mission is to be effective. In the encounter at the edge the Holy 
Spirit applies his word and we as instruments of his grace are enriched with new understanding 
of what it means to be followers of our Lord. The Holy Scriptures take on new significance at the 
edge. By this wonderful work of the Holy Spirit lives and society are transformed by the power 
of the Gospel.”

In this issue of Mission Frontiers we excerpt three presentations from the 2003 Virginia 
Beach conference.  As you read, consider: where might God be calling your church or 
mission agency to move beyond your comfort zone and out to the edge?

www.missionfrontiers.org 

Missions

at the Edge:at the Edge:Moving  Past  Cultural  ChristianityMoving  Past  Cultural  Christianity
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All we tend to hear about the 
Chinese church from the 
media and ministry news-
letters likewise is amazing 

statistics of growth.  It seems that both 
Chinese and foreign Christian leaders 
have a similar “rapid church growth” 
fever, focused on the miracle of the 
largest and longest church revival and 
growth in the history of Christendom 
which has taken place in the past 
thirty years in China.  But what would 
be a more balanced perspective?

Last year, ten house-church leaders 
gathered together to study the his-
tory of the life and death of revivals. 
With tears they asked, “Why does 
God bring people to Himself faster 
than we can disciple them?” One 
leader lamented, “We can only ask 
new converts to disciple new converts, 
and it results in so much bad teaching 
that we are beginning to fear that the 
gains of the revival could be undone.” 
Another leader added, “This revival 
looks statistically incredible, but it 
is spiritually vulnerable. Millions of 
Chinese Christians are just one unan-
swered prayer away from moving on to 
another religion.”

Political repression and social 
discrimination are obviously major 
reasons why the church in China is 
having trouble discipling its converts, 
and why it remains marginalized in 
society. These external troubles are 
well known, but it is the internal 
problems of the Chinese church that 

we need to learn more about.  It is 
time for us to take a realistic rather 
than romantic approach to the prob-
lems in the church and our contribu-
tions to them.

For example, there is a false sense 
of urgency and there are mass con-
version methods that leave a shallow 
faith.  Here we can see a combination 
of the “quick results” mindset of outside 
supporters with a traditional Chinese 
“short-cut (or Great Leap Forward) 
mentality.  Often, only a few weeks 
of training (mainly in evangelism) are 
given to new converts, and then they 
are sent out on the road.  This approach 
leaves the revival “a mile wide and an 
inch deep.”  There is insufficient time 
and attention given to spiritual forma-
tion – to the deep transformation of 
character, lifestyle, and relationships.  
As a result, immature church leaders 
are vulnerable to temptations that dis-
credit their witness.  (Remember that 
even Paul took three years after conver-
sion before he began to evangelize.)

Also, there is competition and a 
lack of accountability.  Fund-raising 
often leads to exaggeration of accom-
plishments and cover-up of problems. 
Chinese church leaders are tempted 
to monopolize resource channels and 
to double-dip in multiple channels for 
the same projects.  Outside support-
ers are tempted to compete rather 
than work together in order to get the 
requisite photo-ops with “top leaders 
of China’s largest house church move-
ments” or reports of large numbers of 
converts.  I am afraid that the genuine 
need in China for caution, discretion 
and secure communication may be 
abused at times to avoid partnership, 
transparency and accountability.     

The Back to Jerusalem Movement 
may be a good case study of both the 
pluses and minuses.  The idea of train-
ing thousands of Chinese missionaries 
to take the gospel to ethnic minorities, 
such as Tibetan Buddhists and Turkic 
Muslims, across China’s Western 
borders and along the Old Silk Road 
through Central Asia all the way back 

to Jerusalem is a genuine and admira-
ble calling of the Chinese church with 
deep roots in the 1930s.  But current 
efforts often reflect a simplistic and 
naïve response that focuses on idealis-
tic goals and fast results more than on 
realistic plans.  

For example, talk of building 
10,000 training centers and send-
ing 100,000 missionaries in ten years 
reflects both outside influence pro-
moting Year 2000 goals, and Chinese 
millennialism.  The numbers game 
sets idealistic inspirational goals that 
often dissipate into thin air.  Over-
seas champions have added hype to 
the facts in their fund-raising efforts, 
which may be attracting enthusiasm 
but wasting resources without good 
accountability.  Added to this are au-
thoritarian church leaders who practice 
army-style “volunteering” of young 
evangelists to go out with little prepa-
ration, cultural or language knowledge 
– and no ticket home. These leaders 
may have great faith, but there also 
may be a problem with irresponsibility.  
They may need to be challenged and 
helped to develop a servant leadership 
style. 

Among participants in the Back 
to Jerusalem movement, there are 
some with mixed motives, who seek 
any means of leaving China.  When 
I queried one young trainee about his 
motive for crossing the border, he said, 
“It is too hard to work in China.”  The 
assumption that it will be easier to 
work outside China in turn is based 
on a naïve expectation that ethnic 
groups in neighboring countries will 
welcome Han Chinese more than 
Westerners discredited by the Cru-
sades.  This totally ignores the history 
of Han oppression and neighbors’ fears 
of Chinese expansionism.   Chinese 
evangelists may stumble into unneces-
sary conflict with those of other faiths, 
and also with state agencies who view 
them as instigators of intra-religious 
strife. There may also be an element 
of nationalistic pride in claiming a 
key role for China in world missions 
that creates a blindness to potential 

After 25 years as 
the senior China 
research specialist at 
the U.S. Depart-
ment of State, Carol 
Hamrin is now 
a Chinese affairs 
consultant and Re-
search Professor at 
George Mason Uni-
versity as well as 
a Senior Consultant with ChinaSource.  
The following excerpt is from a larger 
paper posted to the Mission Frontiers 
Website (www.missionfrontiers.org.)

Missions  AT  THE  EDGE
The Global Chinese: 
Rethinking Kingdom-Building and Nation-Building



10  November-December 2003  Mission Frontiers USCWM•1605 E. Elizabeth St.•Pasadena, CA 91104•626-797-1111  www.missionfrontiers.org Mission Frontiers  November-December 2003  11

partnership, for example with Mon-
gol Christians who want to bring the 
blessings of Christ to countries their 
ancestors pillaged, or Turkic Chris-
tians who have an ancient legacy of 
Christianity and in fact helped first 
bring the gospel to China!  

By raising these concerns about 
the Chinese church, and by question-
ing the Back to Jerusalem efforts, I do 
not mean to denigrate the work of the 
Chinese church or this positive vision 
of world missions, and I do not mean 
to overlook the sacrificial and fruitful 
work underway by dedicated Chinese 
believers around the world and by 
Chinese-speaking expatriates com-
mitted to long-term service in China.  
Right now, experienced mission agen-
cies and educated Chinese church 
leaders are beginning to grapple very 
creatively with some of these chal-
lenges.  They are expanding leader-
ship training to include personal and 
family counseling, conflict resolution, 
and administration and management.  

The effort to deal with these is-
sues cannot come too soon, because 
we face a new wave of ad hoc mis-
sions, as a whole new set of actors in 
North America is getting involved in 
China ministry. Large churches or 
church coalitions with little experi-
ence, limited discernment in identify-
ing ministry options, and very little 
awareness of the cultural baggage 
and sectarian agendas they carry with 
them are getting involved. Also, young 
mainland Chinese congregations in 
North America are beginning main-
land ministry, but they lack experience 
in providing leadership either within 
their church or in missions. I person-
ally think we should place a high 
priority on mentoring and supporting 
these mainland leaders right at our 
back door, so they can take the lead in 
mainland missions. 

This wave of church-based mis-
sions has inspired a new effort by 
ChinaSource to encourage wise and 
effective agency-church partnerships, 
both English- and Chinese-speak-
ing, and we ask for your prayers and 
participation in this effort …

What could we do differently to 
help the Chinese church prepare for an 
era of globalization, to meet the chal-

lenges of sectarianism, consumerism 
and nationalism?  How could we help 
them sustain and expand this period of 
relative toleration in China?

First, as Luis Bush’ World Inquiry 
has suggested and modeled, learn to 
listen and learn to follow!  Note that 
this may require slowing down and 
taking the less efficient route. What do 
Chinese believers ask for?  They ask, 
“Help us help ourselves.”   

Chinese church leaders want to 
move beyond the ad hoc sporadic train-
ing formats and materials translated 
from other cultural contexts, provided 
by whatever group or denomination 
happens to choose them to “help.”  
They want to learn how to discern for 
themselves what to adopt from foreign 
experience and how to draw out les-
sons from China’s indigenous experi-
ence and realities. Shanghai house 
church leaders told me in January 

2003, “We’ve learned from Saddle-
back’s seven-fold growth experience, 
but help us all learn from our 70-fold 
growth history.” One current goal is to 
create a comprehensive and systematic 
leadership training curriculum.  This 
will require unprecedented coopera-
tion within the church and among 
outside mission actors.

Second, we need to adopt a long-
term commitment and mindset and 
help develop sustainable strategic 
initiatives that can transform society.  
Lay leaders want mentoring, advice 
and support in all occupations and 
professions.  Some are involved in 
popularizing the Christian worldview 
as a coherent social philosophy in aca-
demia and the media, building up civil 
society institutions in the non-profit 
sector, and reforming government and 
developing the rule of law, including 
a new “edict of toleration” to provide 
full religious freedom protected by the 
Constitution and legislation. There is 
a civil rights movement just around the 
corner in China in which Christians 

will be involved or even take the lead. 
The protest demonstrations in Hong 
Kong over the anti-subversion law are 
an important harbinger.

And too, we can help the church 
position itself to reach urban youth in 
the coming post-Cold War, post-
modern generations. To some extent, 
Protestants from evangelical and char-
ismatic circles have been more success-
ful than other wings of Christianity 
in the industrial era of international 
modernization.  They lead the way to 
a post-modern global era because they 
are flexible in structure. They focus on 
small group fellowship that provides 
personal nurture and community sup-
port, and they are quick to use new 
technology. Charismatic missions have 
had an especially powerful impact in 
poor rural areas, perhaps because char-
ismatic worship and healing “fit” better 
with pre-modern traditional religion. 
(The downside of this is the danger of 
syncretism and cults around char-
ismatic leaders.)  The more funda-
mentalist evangelical mission efforts, 
which focus more on preaching than 
worship, seem to do especially well in 
societies in transition from authoritar-
ian rule. They are independent and 
relatively more democratic, rather than 
part of a denominational hierarchy.    

But looking to the future, evangeli-
cals may make the mistake of fueling 
China’s worship of the Idol of Mo-
dernity, and fall far short of reaching 
post-modern generations growing up 
in the most advanced parts of maritime 
(urban, coastal) China and Asia. Youth 
are open to the cosmopolitan global pop 
culture, but they also have a renewed 
interest in seeking their traditional 
roots. Ignoring this, we inadvertently or 
even consciously pass on our contempo-
rary American ways as the best or only 
way for them to do church or missions. 
We are oblivious to the full legacy of 
biblical and pre-modern Christian 
experience relevant to them, including 
early missions to China and pre-1949 
independent Chinese church experi-
ences, which they know nothing about. 
Helping reintroduce this history could 
promote pride in being at the same 
time both Chinese and Christian, and 
mitigate the pull between Chinese and 
foreign ways.

What could we 
do differently 

to help the Chinese 
church prepare for an 
era of globalization?

MOVING  PAST  CULTURAL  CHRISTIANITY
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Joshua Massey is a cultural anthropolo-
gist, linguist, and missiologist, laboring 
among Asian Muslims since 1985. He is 
currently coordinating the development of 
contextualized evangelistic and disciple-
ship literature for Muslim followers of 
Jesus in Asia. He has published several 
missiological articles on church planting 
and ethnographies on folk-Islamic ritual.  
The following excerpt is taken from a 
longer paper expected to appear in a 
future issue of  the International Journal 
of Frontier Missions.

Missions  AT  THE  EDGE
Living Like Jesus, a Torah-Observant Jew:
A Guide for Incarnational Witness Among Muslims

Christian missionaries have a 
serious problem when trying 
to proclaim good news to 
devout Muslims. Without 

major life adjustments, even the most 
spiritually vibrant among us tend to 
appear to Muslims as unclean pagans, 
whose devotion is often mistaken for 
irreverence towards God. Many Mus-
lims would not dare to enter Chris-
tian homes lest they become ritually 
defiled. Those who embrace contextu-
alization and adjust their diet accord-
ingly may grow a beard and don local 
clothes, but the actual practice of their 
faith often does not communicate holy 
living to onlooking Muslims. Such 
missionaries generally do not pray 
liturgically in a particular direction, 
they do not perform ritual ablutions 
before prayer, and they do not pray 
at set times throughout each day. In 
short, most missionaries to Muslims, 
even pro-C4 and C5 workers1, simply 
do not live and worship according to 
Muslim categories of righteousness, 
which are typically perceived as legal-
istic and works-oriented ritual.

As a result, most missionaries fail 
to earn the spiritual respect needed to 
be effective witnesses among devout 
Muslims. Ironically, however, these 
Muslim categories of righteousness 
are extremely similar to the very same 
Jewish categories of righteousness 
rooted in the Mosaic Law and prac-
ticed by Jesus and his earliest follow-
ers. Therefore, if Gentile missionaries 
to Muslims begin to live more like 
Jesus and his apostles lived—i.e., like 
Torah-observant Jews—we will be 

far more likely to earn their spiritual 
respect, and therefore be more effec-
tive messengers of the Gospel.

In order for Gentile Torah-ob-
servance to be genuine, and not some 
kind of “contextual façade” or legalistic 
delusion, we need to take a fresh look 
at the role of the Law in the new cov-
enant, and Gentile freedom to obey it. 
We will be greatly helped in this task 
by surveying the theological work of 
several Messianic Jewish theologians.

Why spend so much time building 
a foundation for incarnational living 
on the Torah when Paul’s example of 
becoming all things to all men is far 
simpler and more than adequate? A 
cursory look at Paul’s example in 1 Cor 
9 may suffice for ministry to Gentiles, 
but we must go much deeper into 
Paul’s understanding of the Law if we 
want to minister effectively to peoples 
whose worldview is dominated by 
divine law and religio-legal categories 
of thought, as is the case with both 
Jewish and Muslim peoples. In minis-
try to Muslims, then, we need to look 
less at Paul’s approach to Gentiles, 
and closely study how he, Jesus and all 
Christ’s apostles reached Jews.

A better understanding and appre-
ciation of the Law is therefore critical-
ly important for four salient reasons:

1) Knowing the difference between 
legalism and being free to obey the 
Law will help prevent the inconsis-
tencies of “contextual chameleons,” 
whose behavior oscillates according to 
the people they are with at any given 
moment (e.g. Muslims or Christians), 
often resulting in a nagging incon-
sistency that can pester missionaries 
about their own authenticity, i.e. “If 
my Muslim friends saw me now, what 
would they think? Might they feel I 
have deceived them?” 

2) Rooting incarnational witness 
in the Law frees a missionary from the 
occasional discomfort of wondering 
whether or not it is healthy to adopt 
Islamic forms which are ultimately 
rooted in flawed theology. However, 
when Torah-observance guides our 
personal liturgical practice and diet 

(among other things), it becomes clear 
that we are actually living more like 
our Lord and his Jewish apostles. 

3) Similarly, the Torah provides 
a much firmer foundation to explain 
our lifestyle adjustments to accusing 
Christians who think we’ve abandoned 
the faith or succumbed to syncretism. 

4) Fourthly, understanding the 
Law as interpreted by the world’s pre-
eminent rabbinic theologian (i.e., Jesus 
Christ our Lord), will not only help us 
live incarnationally among Muslims, 
but it will help us preach a Gospel 
with Law that truly is good news to 
Muslims. A gospel without Law may 
have been good news to Gentiles in 
the first century who didn’t want to 
keep the Law in the first place, but it is 
not good news to most Muslims, who 
share a Jewish appreciation of delight-
ing in the Law as “a lamp unto our 
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MOVING  PAST  CULTURAL  CHRISTIANITY
feet and a light unto our path” (Ps 119:
105). 

Proclaiming “freedom from the 
Law” does not sound like Good News 
to God-fearing Muslims, but like 
antinomianism, a lawless, chaotic 
existence that demands unbridled 
freedoms and eventually results in 
what we see today in the Christian 
West: the virtual rebirth of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Young missionar-
ies to Muslims often naively assume 
that once a Muslim learns how few 
restrictions will be upon them if they 
become Christian, naturally they will 
convert. However, just the thought of 
eating pork is enough to make many 
Muslims nauseated.

We also mentioned a fifth reason 
to let the Law be our guide for in-
carnational living among Muslims, 
especially for pro-C4 and C5 workers 

who want to promote truly indigenous 
church planting movements. Living 
like a non-Torah-observant Christian 
can actually hinder the very indigene-
ity we long to promote as we mentor 
Muslim believers. Though they hear 

our constant encouragement to remain 
culturally Muslim, students are more 
likely to follow the example we live 
out before them. Living as liturgyless 
Gentile Christians, therefore, may well 
end up contributing to their “Chris-

Call it Symbiosis.1 Denomina-
tions are governing bodies 
that “grow the church where 
it is,” while small, scurrying 

“second mission structures” initiate 
all kinds of pioneering outreaches to 
“go to where the church is not.”  My 
recent survey of 23 denominations and 
denomination-related mission agen-
cies supports this idea.

I asked 12 denominations and 12 
small denominationally related mis-
sion agencies—let’s call them “second 
mission structures”—how they start 
new mission initiatives.  The question 
I e-mailed each of them was:

Suppose your office wanted to send 
missionaries to Muslims in a country 
where you presently do not have 

tianization” and “de-Muslimization” 
which we strive to avoid. As Jesus said, 
“A student ... who is fully trained will 
be like his teacher” (Lk 6:40).

All of the Law is good if used 
properly, including dietary laws, the 
law of keeping a beard, the law of 
circumcision, and even traditional 
developments surrounding observance 
of the law to serve God with all your 
heart. So while Gentiles are free to let 
the Gospel permeate their own society 
according to the categories of their 
own worldview, incarnational witnesses 
to Muslims are free to obey the Torah 
for the right reasons, i.e. if they want 
to delight in the Law as David did, and 
not pervert it into burdensome legalism 
as the Judaizers did.

(1) “Pro-C4 and C5” refers to missionaries who 
favor the use of biblically permissible Islamic forms 
by Muslim followers of Jesus (Massey 2000).

work—say, in Morocco or Iraq—how 
would your office go about doing 
this?  In other words, how would you 
proceed to begin mission work in a 
new location?

I followed up most of the e-
mails with a phone conversation. An 
intriguing pattern emerged:  Each 
denomination—Lutheran, Presby-
terian, Methodist, Episcopal, Re-
formed—that has defined its mission 
as “partnering with existing national 
churches” has made room—at times 
unenthusiastically—for creative out-
side-the-headquarters structures that 
initiate missions “where there is no 
partner.”  

Andrew Walls, perhaps the fore-
most missiologist of our day, has called 
this pattern the “fortunate subversion” 
of the church.  Here is Walls: 

The voluntary society arose because 
none of the classical patterns of 
Church government, whether Episco-
pal, Presbyterian, congregational, or 
connexional, had any machinery (in 
their late-eighteenth century form 
anyway) to do the tasks for which mis-
sionary societies came into being.  By 
its very success, the voluntary society 

subverted all the classical forms of 
Church government, while fitting com-
fortably into none of them . . . . From 
age to age it becomes necessary to 
use new means for the proclamation 
of the Gospel beyond the structures 
which unduly localize it.  Some have 
taken the word “sodality” beyond its 
special usage in Catholic practice to 
stand for all such “use of means” by 
which groups voluntarily constituted 
labour together for specific Gospel 
purposes.  The voluntary societies have 
been as revolutionary in their effect 
as ever the monasteries were in their 
sphere.  The sodalities we now need 
may prove equally disturbing (The Mis-
sionary Movement in Christian History,  
1996, New York: Orbis Books, pp. 247, 
253-254). 

1 Symbiosis 1: the living together in more or less 
intimate association or close union of two dissimilar 
organisms.  2: the intimate living together of 
two dissimilar organisms in a mutually beneficial 
relationship. 

Look to the International Journal of 
Frontier Missions for similar articles 
originating from the September 
2003 EFMA conference and other 
discussions. 

Big Denominations and Their “Second Mission Structures”: 
They Really Do Need Each Other

Bob Blincoe is the 
U.S. Director of 
Frontiers.  The fol-
lowing is excerpted 
from “Desired Sym-
biosis: Church and 
Mission Structures”, 
in the Interna-
tional Journal of 
Frontier Missions, 
19:3 (Fall 2002). 

Without major life 
adjustments, even 

the most spiritually vi-
brant among us tend 
to appear to Muslims as 
unclean pagans.
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History
We are related to a very 

specifi c large, often unheralded 
industry (NGOs, many of which 
are mission agencies) that has 
achieved incredible things 
historically.

 Since 1977 WCIU has been 
developing and promoting 
curricula undergirding 
international service.  These 
curricula are now used by 
over 100 schools worldwide 
and are being adapted in 
other languages. One course 
is called Perspectives on the 
World Christian Movement. 
The Reader for this course is 
used by many schools across 
the U.S. However, WCIU 
itself supervises a network of 
over 100 distance locations 
in the USA alone, enrolling 
more than 5,000 new students 
each year. Many schools in 
addition to WCIU offer credit 
for this course, and hundreds 
of schools have accepted it as 
transfer credit.

Since 1990, the faculty of 
WCIU has set aside major 
blocks of time to expand the 
course into a complete masters 
degree program, called Global 
Civilization, or alternatively, by 
some schools, World Christian 
Foundations. Two regionally 
accredited institutions and 
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two international schools, in 
addition to WCIU, currently 
offer degree programs 
employing this curriculum. 
Integrating over 105 
textbooks and 700 additional 
chapters and articles, this 
foundational study program 
is in the process of being 
adapted for Latin American, 
French-speaking African, 
and English-speaking 
African students.

The curriculum is 
distinctive in its integration 
of history, anthropology, 
missiology, biblical studies 
and science. Today the 
average religious worker 
is very poorly prepared 
to answer the questions 
of honest intellectuals. 
Young people brought 
up in religious traditions 
must be able to reintegrate 
secular realities with their 
religious perspective. 
Religious people in general 
must recognize that the 
“Two Books” of nature and 
scripture are both essential 
in coping with realities.

From 1990-1992, WCIU 
was represented by an 
active contact with the 
North Korean government, 
resulting in Jimmy Carter’s 
humanitarian visit to   
North Korea.

In 1991, after WCIU had 
pioneered one of the best 
TESOL programs in the 
country, and enough other 
schools had taken up the 
challenge, WCIU turned its 
fully developed program over to 
Biola University—an example of 
WCIU as a laboratory university. 

In 2001 WCIU faculty re-
engineered the World Christian 
Foundations curriculum as 
the general education courses 
of a foundational freshman 
college year, the Global Year of 
Insight. A third pilot program 
is currently being held on 
the WCIU campus, and now 
a distance-based version of 
the program is being piloted. 
Northwestern College in 
St. Paul, MN, includes this 
program as an option through 
its alternative education 
department. 

Faculty
One of our faculty members 

serves in India doing highly 
technical research as well as 
researching the benefi ts of 
Eastern logic and the infl uence 
of the classical civilization on 
Indian culture.

Another faculty member 
travels worldwide consulting 
with NGO workers serving 
with nomadic people groups, 
drawing on his own experience 

WCIU is a laboratory university that exists to serve the training and research needs of the developing 
world and the workers in the non-governmental organizations (NGOs) serving in those parts of the 
world. What can a specialized, experimental university do to make a difference? Well, we do touch the 
lives of 5,000 new students a year!

~  www.wciu.edu   •   www.worldchristianfoundations.org   •   www.uscwm.org/insight   ~   
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of 30 years of working among 
nomadic peoples as well as on 
his doctoral research on their 
distinctive characteristics.

 Other faculty members 
based on the Pasadena campus 
have a combined total of 
245 years of cross-cultural 
experience in Guatemala, 
Morocco, Brazil, Egypt, Jordan, 
Kazakstan, Chili, Argentina, 
Great Britain, Uganda, Rwanda, 
Zimbabwe, Australia, France, 
Zambia, Sudan, South Africa 
and Cameroon.

WCIU
WCIU is located next to 

the U. S. Center for World 
Mission. Workers from around 
the world pass through on 
an almost weekly basis. The 
enrichment from interaction 
with representatives of a variety 

of cultures is a regular aspect 
of faculty and student life.

 Financially, WCIU is 
not dependent on tuition 
revenues, since its faculty are 
missionaries who have raised 
their own support, and is thus 
able to offer quality education 
at affordable costs to qualifi ed 
students in the developing 
world who are referred to 
us by a recognized non-
governmental organization.

William Carey International 
University Seeks Partnerships 
with Mission Agencies

WCIU is looking for 
fi eld-experienced workers 
to help in strategic curricula 
development, take faculty 
positions, and facilitate the 
administrative infrastructure 
of this global university.

If your agency has workers 
who temporarily or permanently 
need a state-side assignment, 
and who have academic 
credentials, please consider 
seconding them to WCIU.

If your agency has national 
leaders who would benefi t 
from the integrated mission 
degree program developed by 
WCIU, which does not require 
a student to relocate, we would 
like to talk with you about 
special tuition rates available 
for qualifi ed students in the 
developing world.

Beth Snodderly

Director of Academic Programs

Assistant to the President

626-398-2356

~  www.wciu.edu   •   www.worldchristianfoundations.org   •   www.uscwm.org/insight   ~   

GO

Missionary Training Camps

For requirements, dates, places and applications:
www.elijahcompany.org / info@elijahcompany.org  / (757) 639-2906 

• Intensive 4-10 day exposition 
• National and international venues
• Practical Biblically-based training  
• Empowering 
• Examining 
• Encouraging 
• Engineering individual missionary calls  

Missionary Training Camp has given me the steps I need to take to get to 
the field and the directions regarding how to take those steps. 

Missionary Training Camp is a practical down-to-earth training that may make the difference between success and 
failure on the missions field.  We highly recommend it to any missions candidates before departing for the field.

• Understanding People
• Freedom from Strongholds 
• Cross-Cultural Communication
• Relating to your Sending Church
• Principles of Language Learning 
• Effective Evangelism 
• Sexuality and Missions 
• Knowing Your Call 
• Building a Support Team
• Power of Prayer

Missionary Training Camps

On-line missionary 
mentorship and certification
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kids korner

Nancy Tichy 
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P  ractical
R  elevant
I  nformation
S  haping
M issions education

Recently I formulated ten 
questions I would love to ask 
children’s workers–parents and 
teachers–who infl uence future 
generations of God’s Global 
Kingdom workers. Here they are:
1.  How can we develop 

opportunities for “character 
checks” in children?

2.  How do we develop intimacy with 
God in children?

3.  How can we intentionally “grow” 
the fruits of the Spirit in children?

4.  How do we defi ne and develop 
the “obedience of faith” (Romans 
1:5) in children?

5.  How can we develop a teachable 
spirit in children?

6.  How do we develop a servant 
heart in children?

7.  How can we develop adult-
child Christian mentoring 
opportunities?

8.  How do we build a prayer base 
that includes each child–by name 
–in our ministry?

9.  Can we advocate and implement 
“missionary training” all the way 
back into childhood?

10. What develops the courage in 
children to learn from failure?

If any of these questions spark 
some interest, or if you have an 
answer or two from your own ex-

perience and research, let me know.  
We hear a lot these days about 
character development.  Please 
share ways you’ve found to grow 
godly character in your kids. This 
might include curriculum and/or 
media materials, programs, people 
resources, etc. Respond by email to 
Ftichy@aol.com, if possible, and label 
the message PRISM.

• DiscipleLand Publishers have 
some great, new, exciting materials:
1.  New bilingual children’s resource, 

My Awesome Adventure (English) 
and Aventura Asombrosa (Spanish).  
Great for discipling follow-up 
to outreach. For ages 6-9 and 9-
12. Recommended by the Billy 
Graham Evangelistic Association 
and Focus on the Family.  For 
more information and a free 
sample lesson or other children’s 
resources from DiscipleLand, visit: 
www.discipleland.com/aventura.

 2.  “Honor Our Heroes for Kids” is a 
curriculum with instructions and 
activities for 1-2 hours of class 
time.  Contains full-color student 
handouts and color pictures of 
each hero. Each focuses on two 
Bible heroes and two contemporary 
heroes. Each is $8.95. Call 1-800-
284-0158, or see the DiscipleLand 
Website.

3.  New DiscipleLand puppets 
are available again. The newly 
redesigned Dee-Cy-Paul-Chip 
puppets are great teaching aids 
for children of all ages, are 28 
inches tall and include two arm 
rods each. They are featured 
in 144 puppet scripts found in 
DiscipleLand Preschool lessons.  
Call for prices and shipping.  
Order from “DiscipleLand” at 
sales@discipleland.com.

4.  A great new 13-week curriculum 
will be released this fall: My Jungle 
Adventure - Walking with Christ & 
Growing Good Fruit (Galatians 5:
22,23). Go to the DiscipleLand 

Website or phone 1-800-284-
0158.

5.  While you’re at it, look into 
DiscipleLand & Missions’ 
awesome Sunday School 
curriculum. Call the above 
number, or see the Website.
• “Mission Kids” is the new 

mission-focused curriculum from 
Trans World Radio, for Sunday 
School, VBS or home school. It 
contains fun activities and factual 
presentations of conditions in se-
lected countries, and calls children 
to share the Gospel. Five lessons 
include memory verses, drama, 
games, prayer  and crafts. Call 
TWR at 1-800-456-7897, and 
ask for the Ministry Partnerships 
Department, or for orders, ask for 
the Donor Services Department. 
Kits are $49 plus $7 shipping 
and handling.  See their Website 
at www.gospelcom.net/twr/features/
kids_missions.

• A Cry from the Streets, by 
Jeannette Lukasse, is a new book 
about working with street children 
and families in slums. The author 
has much experience of ministry 
with YWAM in Belo Horizonte, 
Brazil. Read the fi rst chapter 
online: www.ywamcommect.com/
sites/childrenatrisk.

• Pen Pal Friends for Turkish 
Youth is a great pen–pal project 
for children. Children must be 
age 11 and older. Turkish World 
Outreach (formerly Friends of 
Turkey) matches Turkish students 
with Christians who have similar 
interests. Most Turkish students 
of English are between 13 and 20 
and are eager to hear from those 
in other lands. Correspondence 
may be either by mail or E-mail. 
Reply to postalfriends@cs.com or  
call 1-970-434-1942.

Nancy Tichy, along with 
her husband Frank, is a 
regional representative 
of the USCWM in 
Southern California.  
She specializes in the 
Perspectives course and 

children’s mission curricula.

Gerry Dueck directs 
the Children’s Mission 
Resource Center at the 
U.S. Center for World 
Mission (gerry.dueck@ 
uscwm.org).

Nancy Tichy

PRISM

Gerry Dueck

What’s New in 
Resources
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news & notes

 I enjoy coming across new 
magazines that are well-crafted 
and that make me think.  A good  
example is Middle East & Inter-
national Review, a new English-
language periodical produced in 
Dubai.  MEI Review offers a range 
of editorial opinions on international 
affairs, with emphasis on Middle 
Eastern issues.  Here’s a good tool 
for healthy dialogue across cultures 
and ideological divides.  Check 
it out at www.meireview.com or 
by sending an E-mail inquiry to 
editor@meireview.com.

 During January 2-4, 2004 
the Rethinking Forum is sponsoring 
a weekend conference on the 
Hindu-Christian interface from 
the perspective of the Rethinking 
Movement in Indian church history. 
Friday’s agenda will focus on the 
work and witness of individuals 
past and present, while Saturday’s 
will concentrate on practical 
perspectives and ministry concerns. 
This Chicago-area conference will 
close by lunch on Sunday following 
a worship service. For more 
information, contact info@rethink 
ingforum.com.

 OMF International has 
produced a media package as part of 
their “One Billion Wait” campaign 
focused on Buddhist peoples.  
The OMF package (intended 
for churches and small groups) 
includes print materials, overhead 
transparencies, a PowerPoint 
presentation, and a variety of 
excellent videotapes. Learn more at 
www.onebillionwait.org.

 Speaking of Buddhism, 
an OMF missionary recently told 
me about the Maitreya Project, 
an effort to construct a massive 
Buddhist complex in northern India 
featuring a 500-foot bronze statue 
of the Buddha.  To learn more 
and to obtain a virtual tour, see 
www.maitreyaproject.org.

 Vishal Mangalwadi, author 
of The Legacy of William Carey, 
was awarded an honorary doctorate 
by William Carey International 
University on September 18 at the 

launch of his latest 
project, The Book of the 
Millennium: How the 
Bible Created the Modern 
World.  To learn more 
about Mangalwadi and 
his varied interests, see 
www.vishalmangalwadi.com.

 We can rejoice with the editors 
of the International Journal of Frontier 
Missions that, with the publication 
of the July-September 2003 (20:3) 
issue, the IJFM is “caught up” in its 
production schedule.  In this latest 
issue Ralph Winter delineates the fi rst 
six of 11 new “frontiers of perspective” 
he has gained and promoted in the 
past 25 years.  Joel Carpenter, provost 
of Calvin College, offers an overview 
of new evangelical universities and 
asks if they are “cogs in a world system, 
or players in a new game.”  For further 
information, see www.ijfm.org or E-
mail ijfm_subscriptions@wciu.edu.

 J. Hudson Taylor is a well-
known mission pioneer of the late 
nineteenth century.  Far less heralded 
is his energetic contemporary, Fredrik 
Franson, who founded 16 mission 
agencies, including what is now 
The Evangelical Alliance Mission.  
The July 2003 issue of Missiology 
includes an accessible introduction 
to Franson as well as a helpful set of 
comparisons and contrasts between 
Christian missions and Islamic 
“da’wah” (calling people to the path 
of Allah). For further information, 
contact cdepta@mph.org or see 
www.asmweb.org.

 Are you familiar with the 
seminars offered by the Overseas 
Ministries Study Center?  You can learn 
more at www.OMSC.org. Among 
the notable seminars planned for 
January are (1) “Culture, Values, and 
Worldview: Anthropology for Mission 
Practice” (co-sponsored by the U.S. 
Center for World Mission) and (2) 
“Ethnicity as Gift and Barrier: Human 
Identity and Christian Mission” (of 
special interest for those who care about 
how “peoples” are defi ned).

Darrell Dorr

Darrell Dorr is the Managing Editor of 
Mission Frontiers.

Mission Frontiers  November-December 2003  19



USCWM•1605 E. Elizabeth St.•Pasadena, CA 91104•626-797-1111  

As I write, 
I’m sitting 

at a meeting of mission 
leaders, administrators, professors 
and a few others. This is the second 
of two similar fall meetings, which 
are sometimes combined as they’ll 
be next September 23-25 in St 
Louis. 

Why do they meet? 

I’m sure there are many rea-
sons—depending on who you ask. 
Let me tell you why I think these 
gatherings are a help to the advance 
of God’s purposes globally.

My fi rst time to attend one of 
these was in the mid-1980s. I was 
not yet 30, whereas most of the 
mission leaders had grey hair. One 
year I videotaped many of them to 
record breakthrough stories their 
missions had experienced. Beyond 
the blessing they were to our video 
production that year, I’ve always 
been blessed and stretched by sitting 
with mission leaders, hearing them 
pray from their hearts, concerns, and 
burdens—and seeing what it takes 
to run a mission. I learned a lot.

I also saw them connect with 
other leaders. These were men 
(mostly, back then) from various 
mission agencies and denominations 
who had deep, lasting relation-
ships with each other. They had 
partnerships around the world, they 
deferred to each other, and they 
had strategic working relationships 
that most of the secular business 
world wouldn’t have even dreamed 

of before “partnership” became a cool 
business strategy.

It wasn’t perfect. I’m sure there 
were things going on behind the 
scenes I didn’t know about, but these 
events helped shape me and my view 
of agencies and how we do mission.

Now my heart aches when I hear 
about agencies or churches going it 
alone, not connected with others, 
often not knowing what is being done 
by other agencies where they want 
to work—not to mention work done 
by non-Western agencies. I’ve seen 
that anything done in a vacuum is not 
done as well as it could be.

This fall, key issues were dis-
cussed, like:

• the need to see 
the impact of our 
lives as believers 
in the world in 
light of social and 
political situa-
tions–as in China or the Muslim world.

• asking why the Gospel hasn’t made 
in-roads in some places (like Japan or 
North India) as it has in other places

• looking at new ways to be ready to 
reach out in times of crisis–given that 
we see crises more often.

• how to create “insider” movements 
in cultural groups who have difficulty 
hearing an effective message about 
Christ through normal “religious” 
channels.

• how our culture is shifting — what are 
the trends in mission

• how we deal with 60% of the world 
that doesn’t get information by reading 
(70% among the unreached)

• the advance and evaluation of church 
planting movements in locations around 
the world

• how we keep focused on the central-
ity of Christ in a world with many 
“paths to God”.

Beyond these issues, partner-
ships were advanced in one-on-one 
meetings in areas like:

• on-fi eld training in multi-agency 
partnership.

• collaboration between training 
schools to get training resources to 
national leaders on-site.

• publications of various sorts discussed 
and planned across agency lines.

I am still applying what I learned 
to my own life and to leading the 
USCWM. I encourage you to con-
nect with others in whatever you 
are doing in mission. Churches (or 
individuals in them) can join some 
of these associations to enhance 
their mission program. They, too, 
can rub shoulders with these leaders 
and think through tough mission 
issues with them. They can keep in 
touch with current thinking through 

journals like the International Jour-
nal of Frontier Missions (or Mission 
Frontiers of course) and through 
web sites like www.ifmamissions.org 
or www.efmamissions.org. There are 
also some new information sites like 
www.globalchristianity.org, which is 
an initiative of the newly-formed 
Center for the Study of Global 
Christianity at Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary. (More on 
that in the next Mission Frontiers.)

But most of all, we all need to be 
aware of what is happening in places 
where we work. While there will 
always be differences in both doc-
trine and practice, these often create 
a helpful breadth of approach. The 
bottom line is that we will see more 
effectiveness as we work together 
where we do agree. 

Rev. Greg Parsons is 
General Director of the 
U.S. Center for World 
Mis sion. He’s been on 
staff at the USCWM 
for 20 years.
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