
selecting me to be the managing editor for Mission 
Frontiers. I served under Dr. Winter for many 
years. It was a life-changing experience for me to 
be mentored by the most insightful and remarkable 
Christian leader I have ever known. In 2008, 
Dr. Winter again gave me the supreme honor of 
asking me to take over for him as editor of Mission 
Frontiers shortly before his passing. Like Dr. Winter, 
I have sought to blaze new trails in mission strategy 
in the pages of MF by focusing on the movements 
to Christ that are now transforming the world of 
missions.

But my work with Mission Frontiers has not been 
without its challenges. All my life I have had 
functional sight in just one eye and my vision has 
gotten worse with age. It is hard to do all the reading 
required to produce MF under these circumstances. 
But I have been able to function reasonably well 
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The Changing Seasons 
of Life and Ministry

As I write this, there is snow covering the 
ground and flocking the blue spruces 
surrounding my home. It is a scene worthy 

of a Christmas card. But soon the snow will melt, 
and those blue spruces will be burgeoning with new 
life and growth. It is the normal change in seasons 
that I anticipate and rejoice in each year. Likewise, 
Frontier Ventures and Mission Frontiers are 
entering a new season in the life of our respective 
organizations. In recent years, Frontier Ventures 
has sold off its campus properties in Pasadena, 
California which Dr. Ralph Winter purchased 
in 1976. Frontier Ventures has moved to a more 
decentralized organizational structure, which no 
longer needs such a large physical footprint in 
Pasadena. 

I arrived on that campus in Pasadena in July of 1990 
and Dr. Ralph Winter gave me the great honor of 

By RICK WOOD, Editor
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until later last year when my vision took a sudden 
turn for the worse. By God’s grace, my vision has 
largely recovered since then, but this incident has 
helped me to recognize that I cannot continue to 
carry the entire editorial burden of producing great 
content for MF by myself. A new season has come 
for me and Mission Frontiers. We are looking for 
the next editor and when we find that person, my 
ministry will transition into the new role of editor 
emeritus, where I will provide support and help 
smooth the transition. 

If you know someone who would be interested in 
applying for this role, please contact us at editor@
missionfrontiers.org. 

For those who are concerned that the focus of 
Mission Frontiers might shift from fostering King-
dom Movements in all peoples in this transition, 

please be assured that any editor that we select will 
share this same commitment to fostering move-
ments. This is at the heart of the purpose and vision 
of Mission Frontiers.

I want to thank you, our 
readers, for allowing me to 
invest in your lives through 
the pages of Mission Frontiers 
over the last 33 years. It has 
been the greatest privilege of 
my life to serve you as the 

editor of Mission Frontiers. While transitions are 
rarely easy, I am comforted by the knowledge that 
Jesus is walking with me throughout all the changing 
seasons of life. 
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A NEW SEASON, 
A NEW EDITOR
MF has been guided by the faithful 
hand of Rick Wood for decades, and 
now it is time to raise up the next 
generation to take on the editorial 
duties. Interested in applying? 
Please go to missionfrontiers.org 
to find a link to the job description 
and instructions on applying.


