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esus told us, “Everyone to whom much was given,

of him much will be required, and from him to

whom they entrusted much, they will demand the
more” (Luke 12:48 ESV). By this standard, 21st-century
evangelicals (especially in the West) can expect rigorous
accountability when our Master returns. In the past two
years our stewardship has been enormously increased by
the appearance of three remarkable books that inspire
and inform new expressions of wise obedience to Jesus’
commission to make disciples of all nations.

In early 2010 we first were entrusted with the A#las of
Global Christianity, edited by a team led by Todd Johnson
and Kenneth Ross, extensively documenting the shifts
in global Christianity over the past century. Then in
October 2010 we received the latest (seventh) edition of
Operation World, in which Jason Mandryk and his team
have given us country-by-country narratives to help us to
pray and act. Now, as we turn the corner into 2012, we
have before us The Future of the Global Church, Patrick
Johnstone’s delightful new book that beautifully comple-
ments the Atlas and Operation World and that pushes us
to renewed zeal and creativity.

(Full disclosure: I was part of the editorial team for the
Atlas of Global Christianity, I was also part of Patrick’s team
for the fifth edition of Operation World in the early 1990s,
and I have long been a vocal advocate of Patrick’s work. So
if youre looking for a dispassionate and detached critique

of these books, you'll need to look elsewhere.)

So, where to begin with The Future of the Global Church?
'The subtitle “History, Trends and Possibilities” gives us
our first clue that Patrick utilizes long arcs backward and
forward to suggest a variety of possible futures as well

as to advocate his own positions and fuel the progress of
world evangelization. Patrick is an evangelical optimist
who writes “in the face of a prevailing pessimism and
creeping universalism.” He combines the synthesiz-

ing mind of an analyst with the passionate heart of an
evangelist. He liberally sprinkles his text with “Food

for Thought” and “Burning Questions” sidebars. His
preface declares, “My concern in designing this book is
that passion and vision be paramount,” and his introduc-
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'The order in which Patrick lists the intended users points
us to some of the comparisons and contrasts between this
book, the Atlas and Operation World. The primary authors
of these books enjoy warm and collegial relationships
with one another, sharing data and sharpening one an-
other’s perspectives. All three books have been prepared
by evangelicals, but the A#/as carries a more detached
posture directed to researchers and academics of various
stripes, whereas Operation World and The Future of the
Global Church carry advocacy postures directed primar-
ily to evangelical activists. Operation World is organized
primarily around countries and the A#/as around world
regions, whereas The Future of the Global Church gives less
emphasis to geography and more to ethnic and cultural
blocs of peoples. (More on the latter in a moment.)

Operation World is the least expensive and is dominated
by black-and-white text in paperback form, while the
Atlas carries a much higher price suitable for a full-color,
large-format reference book with elaborate maps and di-
agrams. Formatted in the attractive and useful A4 page
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nience, but a genuine attempt both to reflect field realities
and to highlight ethnic connections conducive to mission

partnerships and missiological creativity. Patrick’s com-
mendable emphasis on least-evangelized countries and

($29.99 discount or $23.99

www.missionbooks.org for more information, and see
www.thefutureoftheglobalchurch.org/usatour to learn
about Patrick Johnstone’s January 14-25 tour of five

U.S. cities. Also see pages 2, 17-20, and 33 in this issue of
Mission Frontiers.
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