COLLEGE STUDENTS:

OPOWERFUL

STEVE SHADRACH

e don’t have to look far to see the incred-
ible potential of the almost 70 million
college students who currently inhabit

our planet. Even though only one percent of the
world’s population are collegians, what a powerful
one percent they are! This small sliver of human-
ity provides, and will
provide, leaders for
every facet of society.
Each country sends
their best and bright-
est to the university for
education and train-
ing. Focusing much
of our evangelistic,
discipling and mobi-
lization efforts on this one percent is a very strategic
way to expand the Kingdom of God and fulfill the
Great Commission. Dr. Bright of Campus Crusade
believed it: “If we can win the university today, we
will win the world tomorrow!”

THIS SMALL SLIVER OF
HUMANITY PROVIDES, AND
WILL PROVIDE, LEADERS
FOR EVERY FACET

OF SOCIETY.

WHITE ZHOCOLATE MOCHAS FOR JESUS:

Over 17 million uni-

versity students (about

1/4th of the world’s

collegians) reside in

the U.S. and are some

of the most reachable,

recruitable, trainable,

and sendable category

of persons anywhere.

As I travel and

interact with student

workers in the U.S. and other countries, I observe a
new generation of students wor/dwide who want to
give themselves unreservedly to a cause that really
matters. They’re more open than ever to new ideas,
philosophies and beliefs. Who and what will fill
that hunger for meaning? Will it be world religions,
cults, secularism, or the life-changing gospel of
Jesus Christ?

'The challenge, as always, is the lack of workers
compared to the ripened harvest. Patti

Burgin, author of 7The Powerful

Percent, tells of the need, “There

One student’s World Christian journey

Coming to college, I was torn between living
for God and living for myself. God’s heart for
the world had never been a priority; I'd never
thought about it! As a freshman, I went to a
summer training project in Florida where The
Traveling Team taught that God’s love and
Jesus’ death on the cross was not just for me,
but for the whole world—and the Lord wanted
me involved. At that point I was challenged to
totally live for God.
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I started studying about the Auge impact students
have had on reaching the world over the centuries.
It motivated me to engage with God and make His
name great among the nations. The Lord con-
victed me regarding my money, time, and friends.
I learned the five habits of a “World Christian™:
Go, Give, Pray, Send, and Mobilize. My friends
and I started practicing these simple things, and
our hearts grew for the nations. We gathered to
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are 3,300 colleges in the U.S. and 25,000 around the
world. Despite the efforts of so many groups, more
than a third of the world’s college campuses still do
not have any contact with full-time Christian work-
ers.” How about you? Will you take some radical,
tangible steps to help fill that gap?

Taking a look back, we can see that the Student
Volunteer Movement (launching in 1886
a 50-year run of laborers sent to the
world) had incredible impact, yes,

but also produced conflicts and

lessons learned. If were go-

ing to capture and unleash

this generation’s power-

ful percent in a way that

extends the Kingdom

most effectively, we should

seek to create a healthy

synergy between local

churches, student minis-

tries and mission agencies.

Working together with a

“Kingdom” mentality, our

ministry and mobilization

of students needs to be:

1. Church-Based

Jesus said, “I will build

My Church and the gates

of hell will not prevail

against it” (Mt. 16:18). Local

tellowships all over the world

must feel strongly enough to pray, give

and send troops to the final frontiers. Just as the
roots of a tree provide stability and resources for the
trunk and branches, “World Christian” churches
do the same for student ministries and mission
agencies. View these two groups as partners, not
competitors, in your efforts to identify and launch
young workers.

intercede over a world map, took mission trips

to the 10/40 Window, and did Bible studies on
unreached peoples. We even sacrificed two White
Chocolate Mochas a week and started giving to a
missionary in India!

Then we started meeting internationals, realizing
that they are the future leaders of countries closed
to the gospel. We ate dinner with Arabs, played

soccer with Africans, and went to Wal-Mart
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BRANCHES

(Mission Agencies)

TRUNK
(Student Groups)

ROOTS
(Churches)

Note: The word “church” is taking on broad expres-
sions, from the big traditional, denominational
congregation all the way to the eight-student “cell
church” on dorm floors. We need them all!

2. Student-Focused
Could the 70 million college students in our world
today comprise one of the most powerful sources of
manpower (and womanpower!)
in all of history? Nearly every
major mission movement in
modern history had college-
aged young people at the
forefront. Then and now,
they supply the crucial
personnel for the bottle-
necked task of which
Jesus spoke in Mt. 9,
“The harvest is plentiful,
but the laborers are few.”

Note: All laborers obviously
don’t come from universi-
ties. Many are singles,
young marrieds, mid-life,
even retirees. But the Body
of Christ dare not neglect
the winning, building and
sending of collegians and
recent grads if we are to
sustain students and grow the
number of short- and long-
term laborers on the field.

3. Agency-Linked

"The roots illustrate the essential and foundational
teaching, nurturing and supporting that local fel-
lowships provide. The trunk of the tree is sunk down
into those roots to sustain students, a ready and
willing vast army of world changers. But the roots
and trunks can’t reach up into the sky to heights

with Asians! We learned so much just by being
their friend, and it was amazing how easy it
was to share the gospel with people who may
never have a chance to hear. God does desire
His name to be made great among the nations
and for each believer to be involved...especially
students!

— Josh, a senior at the University of Arkansas
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unknown; only
the branches
are designed

to do that.

"The branches
symbolize the
hundreds of ex-
cellent mission
agencies spread
out around the
world, praying
and waiting for fresh recruits to join them. They are
seasoned “on-the-field” strategists who can place,
guide and shepherd the workers sent their way.

Note: Some local churches are taking on the entire
process of preparing
and sending long-
term mission teams
themselves—without
the aid of agencies.
This is fantastic as long as they provide experienced
leadership on the field and hands-on care and
direction to the team. If not, you can partner with
an agency, but still have a “church-based” team
birthed out of your fellowship!

WHAT IS THE POTENTIAL
OF JUST ONE STUDENT?

History Makers: The Power of One
So, what is the potential of just one student? I've
observed that great campus revivals can usually be
traced back to just one radical student (not staft?)
who took the person and purposes of Jesus Christ
seriously. As I look closely at the lives of these vision-
ary young men and women who have great impact,
they fit into one of these categories:

1.Those who watch history

2. Those who study history

3.Those who make history

Let’s recommit ourselves to focus on and unleash
this powerful one percent of humanity to make
history and help complete the evangelization of the
world—in this generation! T

Steve Shadrach (Steve.Shadrach@
uscwm.org) is the Director of
Mobilization for the U.S. Center
Sfor World Mission. He and his
Sfamily and staff team are based in
Fayetteville, Arkansas. Contact him
if you are interested in reaching and mobilizing students.

MOMENTUM IS BUILDING IN STUDENT MOBILIZATION!

From India:
Campus min-
istries in major
cities here are
reporting tremen-
dous response.
Consider Pavan,
a Brahmin Hindu
college student, who made a decision to fol-

low Jesus about a year ago and who is steadily
growing in his faith, sharing the good news
with his brother and friends, and reading his
Bible daily. Young educated Hindus like Pavan
will be India’s future leaders. Reaching these
high-caste university students is key to seeing

India reached and revolutionized by the gospel
of Jesus Christ.

From East Asia:

We have a ministry partner within the 10/40
Window called “Messenger”—the mission
mobilization arm of Campus Crusade for Christ

(CCC) in East Asia. This past year, these

8 November-December 2009 Mission Frontiers

visionary
mobilizers sent
presentation
teams to over
70 campus
groups, Bible
studies and
churches in 25
cities, challenging underground Christians and
students to align their hearts with God’s global
pursuit of worship and develop the practices of
Going, Sending, Welcoming and Mobilizing
others towards unreached peoples. For most, it’s
the first time someone has looked them in the
eye and asked: “Which part of your life reflects
God’s desire to be worshipped by a// peoples?”
“Messenger” is one of several key mobilization
efforts which together have catalyzed a four-fold
increase in cross-cultural sending during 2009.
University students and Christian workers on

campuses around the country made up a majority
of these 1,100 Goers! 1
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