There are now so many believers in Iran, the satellite broadcasters have begun shifting gears towards
more discipleship-oriented programming. The son
of Haik Hovsepian,
has continued
Leaders of house- Gilbert,
his father’s legacy by
church networks producing a series of
have repeatedly “live-worship” broadexpressed that one of casts, as well as a CD
hymnal collectheir greatest needs is and
tion of over 500 songs
for more Bibles in Farsi. for the underground
church. He also broadcasts a weekly Bible teaching program that has
been viewed by 40% of the population and is one of
the top ten watched programs in the country.
As in China, the rapid multiplication of housechurches through the “cell-division” strategy has
resulted in well-organized networks. Among
those that derive from Haik’s Makhaz church in
Tehran, there are at least 1,000 groups, most of

which are the fruit of Haik’s intentional discipleship of several dozen core Persian leaders in the late
eighties and early nineties. One of these leaders, for
example, oversees 137 house-church fellowships.
However, these networks, while a strength on the
one hand, can be a weakness on the other. Recently,
in early 2008, a network of around 50 churches
was inﬁltrated by government intelligence agents
that responded to satellite broadcasts as would-be
seekers. From there they were able to work their
way into an entire network. The believers associated
with these groups were rounded up and forced to
sign a document that outlined their punishment if
ever they assembled again. Due to such heightening
security concerns, coordination between the underground church and satellite broadcasting ministries
is growing increasingly diﬃcult, though creative
solutions are being sought to bridge this divide.
Leaders of house-church networks have repeatedly expressed that one of their greatest needs is
for more Bibles in Farsi. The stories of how God

rrevolution
evolution
l ti
Spiritual Vacuum
Krikor Markarian

O

ﬃcially, there are 1.1 million drug addicts
in the nation of Iran. It is in fact illegal to
say there are more. But in a recent international conference on addiction,
a spokesperson for Iran’s Interior
Ministry publicly admitted the
number is more like 10 million,
or around 1 in 7 Iranians. With
a cheap and plentiful supply of
narcotics from across the border
in Afghanistan (responsible
for 93% of the world’s opium),
the disillusioned youth in Iran
have proved a fertile breeding
ground for a massive epidemic.
Though possessing and using
narcotics is illegal, the dangers
posed by the rapid spread of
the AIDS virus have forced
the government to launch an
emergency campaign to distribute free needles
throughout the country. At the same time, billions are being spent to construct a massive wall
between the Iranian and Afghan border which is
13 feet high and 16 feet wide.
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The wall has become somewhat symbolic of Iran’s
futile attempts to protect its citizens from outside
inﬂuence. No matter what they do, they only succeed in increasing the demand for whatever
it is they have most recently
outlawed. One begins to get
the feeling that a majority of
the social problems in Iran are
actually silent protests against
the government’s oppressive
restrictions of personal freedom.
While Iran’s young people may
not be allowed to march in the
streets, they have found other
ways to voice their discontentment with the current regime,
which are far more diﬃcult to
control.

Point of No Return
Following the 1979 revolution,
the Mullahs established a shadow government
called the Guardian Council which essentially ran
the country. In every way, this was the revolution:
religion and the state were now in sync. But what
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