
revolution

As new Persian believers 

began pouring into 

the churches, the 

government issued 

an ultimatum demanding 

that all such believers be 

reported.
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“M
arg bar Amrika! Marg bar Amrika!” 
Death to America! has been the ral-
lying cry of Iran’s Islamic Revolution 

since its earliest days. Images of Persian crowds 
chanting the regime’s favorite slogan have made a 
permanent impression on American minds.

Th ough this may be puzzling to some, it’s not hard 
to see why they might hate us. Our government 
orchestrated a succesful coup in Iran to control the 
nation’s oil in 1953, the very act which led to the 
Islamic Revolution in 1979. A few years later we 
were aiding Saddam in the Iran-Iraq war. Even 
today there are still thousands suff ering from 
chronic illness resulting from the use of chemi-
cal and biological weapons against Iran, adding 
to the hundreds of thousands who lost their lives. 
But ironically, today’s Iranian young people have 
either forgotten about this or chosen to disregard 
it. For most, hatred of their own government is 
all-consuming, and anyone who hates the current 
regime as much as they do must be an ally. And 
so yet another paradox presents itself in this land 
of bountiful contradictions: Iranian young people 
actually love the United States of America.

Th is strange phenomenon has not gone without 
international notice, and the Islamic regime is 
struggling to know what to do about it. Time maga-
zine reports in an article entitled, “How the Great 
Satan Became Just Great,” 

“While elsewhere in the Middle East consumers are boycot-

ting American goods to protest U.S. foreign policy, Iranians 

can’t get enough of them. Coca-Cola’s exports to Iran have 

increased nearly threefold this year. Toy stores are struggling 

to keep up with the growing demand for Barbie dolls.”

Th e government’s response to this was typical: they 
issued a doll series of their own—Sara and Dara, 
clad in good Muslim garb. But the public would 
have nothing to do with the proselyte Barbies. 

Th e government has warned that American dolls 
and toys, which are being illegally smuggled into the 
country in mass quantities, are doing “irreparable 
damage” to Iranian children. Such dire warnings 
seem to only fan the fl ame. If the government says 
its bad, it must be good. Th e Mullahs have become 
the best marketing campaign for American products 
and culture there has ever been. And what the 
public can’t smuggle in, they manufacture. Ever 

revolutionrevolutionl til tirrrevolutionrevolutionDo Iranians Really Hate America? 

Krikor Markarian

the government began confi scating Bibles, they 
couldn’t wait to get hold of one. 

Slowly but surely, a kind of solidarity was begin-
ning to build between the persecuted Armenian 

believers and the 
“persecuted” youth of 
Iran. In defi ance of the 
law, Haik began to en-
courage the Armenian 
Evangelical churches 
to open their doors to 
Persians and to begin 
using the Farsi lan-
guage in their services. 
As new Persian believ-
ers began pouring into 

the churches, the government issued an ultimatum 
demanding that all such believers be reported. In 
response, Haik courageously rallied the churches 
to send a unifi ed response back to the government: 
We will never submit to such demands.

Breakthrough
By the late 1980s, the number of Persian Muslim-
background believers had grown into many thou-
sands. Th en in the 1990s, two things converged 
to turn this momentum into one of the greatest 
watershed events in the history of Persian Christi-
anity. Th e fi rst was a wave of government-organized 
crackdowns and assassinations of Christian leaders 
(including Haik Hovsepian in 1994, whose cam-
paign to stop the execution of a Persian convert 
received both national and international attention). 
Th e result of this was that hundreds of Persian lay-
leaders rose up to take the place of these martyrs 
and a nation-wide house-church movement was 
born. Indeed, the boldness of Haik and the other 
martyrs, both Armenian and Persian, had a pro-
found eff ect on the Evangelical church, but most 
especially upon the Persian believers themselves. At 
Haik’s funeral, hundreds of Persian MBBs turned 
out to honor him despite the presence of govern-
ment agents documenting all who were present.


