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Good Reading for the Evening 
Commute

Greetings from England.  I read the 
December MF magazine from cover 
to cover last evening on the train going 
home from London to Berkhamsted 
and learned more in that short time 
about Muslim belief and response to 
September 11th than anything else 
I’ve read since then. I think MF is 
an important document, let alone a 
magazine, and I will circulate it around 
the UK Interserve offi ce, where I serve.  
Congratulations – thanks for writing in 
a way that even a humble “newcomer” to 
cross-cultural mission can understand …

Alastair McIver
Director of Communications, 
Interserve

Who is Biblical?
I just got around to reading Stan 

Guthrie’s article, “New Paradigms for 
Churches and Mission Agencies.”  I 
found it to be very insightful, and very 
applicable to my ministry.

For the last nine years I have worked 
with a very well known “missions 
agency.”  In those nine years my 
organization has always encouraged 
us to work with, in, and for the local 
church.  But in almost every situation (in 
working with local congregations) I have 
encountered resistance.  Mr. Guthrie’s 
stated reasons – money, theological, and 
control – have always been a part of the 
problem.  

It is very hard to work with a church 
when they tell you, “We’re not saying 
you are unbiblical, but we’re not sure 
you’re biblical.”  In my nine years, I 
have always felt like the local church 
has treated our ministry (local and 
international) as a little red-haired 
stepchild.  All I want to do is work 
together to see the Great Commission 
fulfi lled. 

Gary Schmalz
Ames, IA

Focusing on the Greatest Need
I just am reading your Jan/Feb 2002 

issue of Mission Frontiers magazine. The 
statistics in it are very good, and gives a 
very good overview of where the needs 
are at in a general sense.

For my own personal purposes, 
many times I abide by the 80/20 
principle which states that 80 percent 
of your effectiveness can be done with 
20% of your activities.   It appears that 
maybe you have that same perspective.  

I say this because it seems that you 
are wanting to focus where the most 
need is.  As a video producer, and a 
Christian with a personal commitment 
to supporting missions in the most 
effective manner, I wish to focus my 
efforts where the worst need is ….

Kurt Petrich

Are God and Allah the Same?
Contrary to what David L. Johnston 

wrote about Allah and YHWH being 
the same, I remain unconvinced.  The 
article was clear, well-written and easy 
to follow, but the opening paragraphs 
contained assumptions which were, I 
respectfully suggest, incorrect.

First, he is “unconvinced that the 
God of the Qur’an is any different 
from the God of the Old Testament” 
(emphasis mine).…  There is an 
essential difference between the God 
the Old Testament and of the Qur’an: 
the former has consistently interacted 
with humanity in a manner which is 
culturally relevant to us, ultimately 
modeled in Jesus Christ.…

Jeff Morton
Garden Grove, CA

David Johnston suggests that God 
and Allah are the same “person” or 
“object of worship?” Not exactly. He 
recognizes that the “fatherhood and love 
is missing, and that that their defi nition 
of Christ is vague and comes nowhere 
near satisfying us.”  Does the God they 
recognize as Allah line up to be the same 
God? The fact that the Arabic word 
for god is “Allah”  comes far short of 
the biblical description of the God who 
revealed Himself to Abraham, Moises, 
the prophets and “who in these last days 
has spoken to us by his Son whom he 
appointed heir of all things, and through 
whom he made the universe.” ...

Robert E. Newman

David Johnston suggests that God 
and Allah are the same “person” or ... In 
brief I ask Mr. Johnston, “Do Muslims 
and non-messianic Jews worship Jesus?  
Is Jesus God?”  Both non-messianic 
Jews and Muslims deny that Jesus is 
God come in the fl esh.  Neither would 
ever dare say, “I adore and worship you, 

blessed Lord Jesus.”  My understanding 
of Scripture is that the deity of Jesus and 
the doctrine of the Trinity set apart as 
far as the East is from the West the God 
of the Bible and the God (god) of both 
Islam and Judaism.

Sincerely,
Russ Irwin

David Johnston responds:

I appreciated very much the three 
(mostly critical) letters that were passed 
on to me.  In fact, I agreed with most 
everything they wrote. In summary, 
here’s my reaction:

1. I overstated my case (sorry!) by 
saying that I did not see any difference 
between the God of the Quran and that 
of the Old Testament.  As the rest of 
the article pointed out, I meant only the 
fact of his being the Creator, Sustainer 
of the universe, Lawgiver, and Judge on 
the Last Day.  As a missionary, one tries 
to build on as much common ground so 
as to move people ahead more quickly.  
And yes, the Old Testament presents 
some amazing theophanies and clear 
signs pointing to a suffering Messiah, 
easily transcending the Qur’an.

2. Ralph Winter has said it very well: 
the word “God” in English has pagan 
origins in the Germanic cultures, while 
the word “Dieu” (French) or “Dios” 
(Spanish) come from the polytheistic 
Roman culture.  As I said, Paul 
endeavored to widen the meaning of the 
Greek “theos” for his Athenian listeners 
(Acts 17), starting with the common 
creation understanding.

3. A word of caution to all of us: I 
believe we evangelicals can become too 
self-confi dent and border on arrogance 
in the boundaries we draw in our 
constructions of biblical interpretation 
(theology).  To be sure, we must 
include all the affi rmative statements 
of Christ, Paul and the others in the 
New Testament, but how much of God 
did Abraham (and others in the Old 
Testament) know?… All I am saying is 
that the Holy is at work in the places 
and hearts we might least expect.  Let’s 
recognize the mystery of God’s ways 
and walk humbly, even as we affi rm the 
truth that has been revealed to us in our 
crucifi ed and risen Savior. This will also 
enable us to live more happily with our 
differences in the Body of Christ, to 
cherish our unity in his love, and make 
him known together (more effectively!).
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Nothing, nothing could possibly be 
more important than for you and me 
as individuals, in our eight hours a day, 
being securely in the place of God’s 
highest will for us. But how to do that? 
How to be sure?

Well, at the minimum we need to 
look back and look ahead.

Problem: Daily and hourly 
distractions, necessities, pressures, and 
trivialities devour almost all of our 
waking moments.

Answer: The medicine for this 
illness of the soul must certainly include 
time out, time to ponder freely where we 
are going, where we are heading, and 
where we may end up if we continue in 
the direction we are going.
Our 25th Anniversary

That need for time out, in great part, 
is the reason we celebrated our 25th 
anniversary. Now, if ever, we can and 
must look both back and ahead if we 
are to ascertain God’s highest for us.

We cannot tell you everything that 
happened in the last 25 years. You 
should write for a copy of our beautiful 
16-page booklet which sums up much 
of it, or the revised and expanded 
edition of my wife’s book, I Will Do a 
New Thing. See pages 20-21.

But the reason to look back is 
to verify the hand of God in human 
affairs, not to glory in our own 
participation. We can be warmed and 
filled to see the concrete gains that have 
been made. But we need to sense the 
demands of the present and the near 
future much more urgently.

In this issue you will find a future-

looking list of things we feel must be 
done, things big and things small. (See 
pages 14-15.) Many are difficult to get 
at, to deal with, to accomplish. But all 
are feasible, and all are both important 
and necessary.

But we cannot do all this alone. In 
many cases we will merely be catalysts 
as other organizations plunge in to 
assist or even to take the lead.

However, we do certainly know that 
we could use more hands and hearts 
right here. 

Do you, dear reader, feel sure 
you are doing all you can do for the 
Kingdom of God?

My days are numbered. My 
productive days are even fewer. My 
life has now undergone a radical 
reshuffling, both during the five years 
of my wife’s illness, and now even 
more radically during the six months 
of her absence from my life. For me 
to do “my utmost for His highest” it 
has seemed clear that another life-
companion would be very helpful, and 
I am beginning to believe that will be 
possible.

But no matter what, in your life 
and in mine, the future is not totally 
predictable. This is equally true as 
well as in regard to the future of our 
56 families bonded together in a team 
which is based here in Pasadena. For all 
of us there is the excitement of new and 
unpredictable responsibilities.

I would like to believe that a 
certain number of our readers would 
be willing to join us formally, risking 
a major change of involvement.

Ask yourself if what you are 
doing each day passes the test of the 
founder of the Navigators:

“Never do anything someone else 
can do or will do if there are things to 
be done that others can’t do or won’t 
do.”

God’s concerns must gradually 
become our concerns. As that 
revolutionary process unfolds in our 
lives, there will be surprises after 
surprises. Jim Elliot said, “Most 
people don’t need a Call; they need a 
kick in the pants.” Don’t let us let this 
be true of us!

“Never do anything someone 
else can do or will do if there 
are things to be done that 
others can’t do or won’t do.”  
God’s concerns must gradually    
become our concerns.

Some of our readers are still 
concerned about the fact that millions 
of Christians today (and even 500 
years before Muhammed was born) 
have always used the word Allah 
rather than the word some of us use, 
spelled G O D. But, people who know 
about Wycliffe Bible Translators are 
not surprised. Why not?

Because probably a thousand 
different words are used in missionary 
translations around the world. None of 
these words are coined or “concocted” 
words. All of them were originally 
“pagan” terms including our word 
God. None of them were perfect 
choices. Even the New Testament 
choice “theos” or the Latin choice 
“deus” were originally pagan terms that 
had to gain a vastly refined meaning in 
their use in the Bible.

The miracle is that in the mission 
fields around the world what is 
actually a vast menagerie of pagan 
words for God have blossomed forth 
in magnificent Biblical meaning 
once those words are embedded in 
the pages of the Bible. The word 
allah is simply one of those. Okay, 
Muslims use the same word but 
don’t fully understand the Biblical 
meaning. Mormons use the Nordic 
word G O D  for the Divine being, 
but have some deficiencies in their 
understanding of the Biblical God. 
However, the Bibles to which Muslims 
and Mormons have access are quite 
able to teach them faithfully the 
Biblical truth about …  the One a few 
of us in the Teutonic tradition happen 
to call “God.” Most of the world’s 
Bibles, of course, don’t use our word!
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A Partial List of Web Sites Related to the USCWM
adopt-a-people.com
Resources to assist churches and individuals in effectively adopting people groups. Contains Adopt-A-People materials, stories of 
successful church people group adoptions, and the list of mission agencies active in the adoption program.

global-prayer-digest.org
Daily readings and related resources from the Global Prayer Digest.

ijfm.org 
Contains information about the International Journal of Frontier Missions, including the current issue (downloadable), archives, topics for 
future issues, subscription information, guidelines for authors, and contact information.

judsonschool.org  
Information on Judson International School, located on the campus of the USCWM, including FAQs (on curriculum, teachers, grades 
offered, class sizes, tuition, etc.), a downloadable Prospective Student Form, and school calendar.

kacwm.org  
A brief ministry overview of the Korean-American Center for World Mission, an organization that aids primarily English-speaking 
Korean North American churches in developing frontier missions vision and mentoring missionary pre-candidates. 

missionfrontiers.org
Searchable compilation of past and present issues of Mission Frontiers, with links to international news sites.

perspectives.org  
A description of the Perspectives course, class listings, contact information in the U.S. and Canada, resources for Perspectives coordinators 
and students, as well as links to the online Perspectives course.

uscwm.org  
The in-process site of the U.S. Center for World Mission, with links to various USCWM ministries, visions, resources, and service 
opportunities.

uscwm.org/for_missionaries 
Invitation for missionaries approaching home assignment to invest their fi eld experience into USCWM ministry for the advance of the 
kingdom.

uscwm.org/insight 
Information on the new “freshman year” INSIGHT program, including FAQs, costs and fi nancial aid, scope of program, credit options, 
academic calendar, and downloadable application forms.

uscwm.org/nomads 
The site of the new Institute for Nomadic Studies.

uscwm.org/regional_offi ces.html  
A listing of regional offi ces representing and extending the ministry of the USCWM around the U.S. and Canada.

uscwm.org/training_division/wcf.html  
Information on the innovative World Christian Foundations Study program, available on the B.A. and M.A. levels.

wciu.edu  
Contact information for WCIU plus links to other programs.

wclbooks.com 
The full catalog of William Carey Library (publishers and distributors, the book publishing and distribution ministry affi liated with the 
USCWM).

worldchristianfoundations.org
Introduction to the USCWM Training Division’s innovative World Christian Foundations program applicable to both B.A. and M.A. 
degrees.  Includes full course outline and description as well as the opportunity to download the WCF information packet.

We are trying to expand the scope and ministry of WCF and INSIGHT and ask for prayer:       
For regionally accredited schools to offer the INSIGHT curriculum
For preparation of a grant proposal with a deadline of  June 15Pr

ay
er

 Request

Mission Frontiers May-June 2002  7



USCWM•1605 E. Elizabeth St.•Pasadena, CA 91104•626-797-1111  www.missionfrontiers.org 8 May-June 2002  Mission Frontiers

of the April 20 Celebration

On Saturday, April 20 staff and friends of the U.S. Center for 
World Mission celebrated the USCWM’s 25th anniversary 
with a variety of events on the USCWM’s Pasadena campus.  
Seminars, campus tours, children’s events, and informal 
conversations throughout the afternoon were followed by 

dinner and a concluding 
celebration Saturday 
evening.  The evening 
celebration was 
highlighted by worship 
and thanks to God, 
congratulations from 
guests, and reflections 
by leaders at the 
USCWM.  On pages 8-
11 you’ll catch glimpses 
of the April 20 photo 
album, plus excerpts 
from comments made 
April 20 or collected for 
publications honoring 
the event.Glimpses

The 
25th Anniversary 

of the 
U.S. Center for 
World Mission
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“Three words illustrate why I have 
sensed the presence of God here: vision, 
sacrifice, Kingdom ….  We thank God that 
this place was His idea, and that Ralph and 
Roberta were listening.”

— Dr. Paul Cedar, 
Chairman, Mission America Coalition
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Only the Lord knows how many lives have been 
touched through the scores of mission agencies 
that have used the U.S. Center for World Mission 
as home base.  And we know the organization 
has had a tremendous impact on Kingdom 
workers who have received training to follow 
God’s call into world outreach …  A job 
well done so far; here’s to the next quarter-
century!

— Dr. James C. Dobson
founder of Focus on the Family
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I sincerely doubt that there 
is any single organization that 
has made a greater contribution 
to the Great Commission cause 
in the last 25 years.  The U.S. 
Center for World Mission 
has been, and by God’s grace 
will continue to be, one of the 
greatest gifts that the Lord of 
the Harvest has given to his 
Church and its missions in 
recent times.

— Dr. David Hesselgrave, 
missionary and professor

We thank God for the funding 
for the Center, for Mission 
Frontiers and the thousands 
who receive this publication, 
for the Perspectives courses 
and the more than 50,000 
people who have been 
privileged to study.  A small 
seed is a very powerful thing. 
We pray that the many seeds 
sown by the U. S. Center 
for World Mission will bear 
abundant fruit for God’s great 
glory.

— Dr. John Orme, Executive 
Director, Interdenominational 

Foreign Mission Association

www.missionfrontiers.org 
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In his seven-volume master work, A History of the 
Expansion of Christianity, and in his other books reflecting 
the same research, Kenneth Scott Latourette described 
alternating periods of advance and retreat by the Christian 
faith.  His analysis made use of four main criteria 
– numerical growth or decline, geographical spread or 
retreat, evidences of vitality or of dormancy, and extent of 
influence on society.  These same criteria can serve for an 
evaluation of Christianity from 1970 to 2000.

The number of Christians (by David Barrett’s broad 
definition) obviously has grown dramatically – increasing 
61.7 percent in thirty years.  However, as noted earlier, 
that growth has not quite kept pace with an expanding 
world population.  As a percentage of humanity, the 
Christian faith represented only 33 percent in 2000 by 
contrast with 33.5 percent in 1970.

Primary reasons for the declining ratio seem to be 
the relatively lower birth rates in traditionally Christian 
nations, and defections from Christianity in the highly 
secularized West.  Rapid numerical gains in Africa and 
Asia have not been sufficient to offset the slower growth 
in other regions.

It remains true that the losses have occurred mainly 
among those often called nominal Christians or cultural 
Christians, while the gains have come largely in more 
vigorous segments of the faith.  Evangelicals, charismatics, 
and those Barrett labels “Great Commission Christians” 
have grown at rates exceeding that of world population.

Geographical spread of Christianity has continued 
and in some respects accelerated. With a shift in “center 
of gravity” of the faith from its traditional heartland 
in Europe and North America to the non-Western 
world, Christianity has become more aptly a world 
religion.  Though some observers have suggested that 
the missionary era has ended, the number of workers and 
the range of mission efforts has expanded, with a large 
non-Western contingent added to the mix.  And recent 
emphasis on outreach to neglected people groups has 

helped fill in some gaps in the map showing the locations 
of Christians.

Despite the expansion of the past thirty years, there 
are still vast areas and population groups where Christians 
are few – represented largely by the so-called “10-40 
Window.” But the overall picture has been one of steady 
geographical advance.

Chapter 6 has reviewed the widespread and multi-
faceted expressions of vitality of the Christian faith 
in recent years.  There are still some segments of the 
faith that seem bound by tradition, hampered by harsh 
environments, or weak and torpid.  But such situations are 
outside the mainstream. Judging by the vitality criterion, 
the faith as a whole has certainly been moving ahead.

Chapter 7 reviewed the influence of Christianity on 
society, and also the extent to which the Christian faith 
was itself influenced by its cultural settings. As noted 
there, such effects are difficult to evaluate.  Between 
1970 and 2000, on the whole and relative to preceding 
decades, Christian influence seemed diminished.  Secular 
worldviews and values increasingly dominated regions 
whose historic cultures had been most distinctively 
Christian.  In Africa and Asia, where the Christian 
faith was spreading and growing most rapidly, and was 
demonstrating unusual vigor, it was often a minority 
without enough power to effect major change in the 

culture of the 
majority.

To sum up: The 
Christian faith 
was spreading, 
not retreating. 
Though the number 
of its nominal 
adherents was not 
keeping pace with 
world population, 
its central core 
of committed 
believers was 
growing much more 
rapidly.  Vitality 
demonstrated by the 
faith was impressive.  
Only its influence 
on society fell short 
of that in earlier 
generations. In all, 

Dr. Winston Crawley and his wife Margaret were 
missionaries in China and the Philippines with the Southern 
Baptist Foreign Mission Board (now International Mission 
Board) from 1947 to 1954.  He has served the IMB in 
several administrative roles and taught at various theological 
seminaries in the United States and Asia.

Winston Crawley

Excerpted from the concluding chapter of World Christianity: 1970-2000

The Continuing Advance of Christian Faith
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the period 1970-2000 must be judged as a time of further 
advance for Christianity on the world scene.

The year 2000 completed the second millennium of 
Christian history. Though the calendar has no ultimate 
significance, its changes do become landmarks in human 
experience.  Thus it is appropriate to examine the position 
of the Christian faith after two thousand years.  The 
thirty years of mixed gains and losses just reviewed bring 
Christianity to a situation of new strengths and of new 
trials.

The Church has acquired a fresh vision of world 
evangelization, reflected in the Global Evangelization 
Movement described earlier, and in the AD 2000 
organization that embodied the vision.  Its objectives 
entailed increased awareness of “unreached peoples” and 
a commitment to communicate the gospel to every such 
group. These and other new strategic emphases enable the 
Church to respond more fully to the needs of the world.

The events leading up to the close of the 20th century 
brought great new opportunities for Christian evangelism 
and ministry.  The decline of Communism in the Soviet 
Union and its client states opened many avenues of 
outreach. New freedom for Christian missions extended 
to such widely scattered lands as Ethiopia, Angola, and 
Mozambique in Africa; Albania in Europe; and Nepal, 
Cambodia, and Mongolia in Asia.

Many areas and many peoples formerly resistant 
to the Christian message have begun to show new 
responsiveness.  That is true of many tribes being 
addressed through the emphasis on people groups.  On a 

vastly larger scale, it has been true in China, where tens of 
millions had come to faith in Christ by the century’s close.

New resources have become available to help spread 
the Christian faith.  These include the marvels of 
technology for gathering and analyzing information, for 
communication, and for transportation.  The Bible is 
being translated into ever more and more languages, with 
80 percent of the world’s people by AD 2000 having the 
Scriptures available in a language they understand. David 
Barrett in his World Christian Encyclopedia cites impressive 
increases in Christian literature and broadcasts.  The 
JESUS Film produced by Campus Crusade has become 
available in more than 500 languages. The most promising 
new resources for Christian advance are the  hundreds 
of mission agencies and the many thousands of new 
missionaries originating from the Third World.

In telling the story of Christianity toward the close 
of the millennium, we have described prominent persons 
and decisive movements – but there is another untold 
and indeed untellable story.  Behind the public events 
and movements, there have been the countless myriads 
of unknown and unheralded believers whose lives of 
faith have made the entire story possible.  Those are the 
ultimate resource for the Christian movement.

Reprinted by permission from World Christianity 1970-
2000: Toward a New Millennium, by Winston Crawley 
(William Carey Library, 2001).  To order copies, see the 
advertisement on pages 20-21.

And Today
Unreached peoples are a widely accepted reality fueling 
the most significant advances in the mission effort. 

Missionaries focus on establishing multiplying 
fellowships. 

Missions recognize the strategic significance of Biblical 
nations (people groups). 

Missions look with anticipation toward God receiving 
glory among the last 10,000 unreached people groups. 

We increasingly recognize that the church must fit the 
culture of the people group where it is being established. 

Of the 10,000 or so groups remaining unreached, almost 
all of these have been targeted by one or more mission 
agencies. And for each of these 10,000, there are at least 
650 times as many local congregations!

Many were calling for a moratorium on missions, 
claiming that the missionary task had been completed. 

Missions typically focused on saving 
individuals. 

Mission strategies once centered on political 
nations (countries). 

The mission effort often tried to motivate people by 
emphasizing the hopeless plight of two billion lost souls. 

Missionaries often assumed that the church around the 
world should look like the church in North America. 

Of approximately 24,000 distinct people groups 
worldwide, an estimated 17,000 were not even targeted 
nearly 2,000 years after Christ!

Excerpted from “For God’s Glory in All Peoples” booklet, copies of which are available through the ad on pages 20-21
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In 1976

The frontier mission movement has been advanced by several important realizations, 
driving the mission world to rethink many priorities and strategies.
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 Impart the vision of ‘Unreached 
Peoples’ to 1,000,000 North Ameri-
can believers and have them commit 
to some degree of participation in the 
Great Commission 

 Utilize denominationally sensi-
tive communication to give mission 
vision

 Coordinate a network of cul-
turally sensitive Centers for World 
Mission sharing common vision 

 Consolidate summaries of vari-
ous mission organizations to effec-
tively harness those desiring to serve 

 Continue the growth of the 
daily devotional booklet, the Global 
Prayer Digest, that encourages set-
ting aside loose change for reaching 
unreached peoples 

 Pursue a diverse community 
committed to studying and respond-
ing to the changing needs of the 
global mission effort 

 Address the emotional and 
practical barriers involved in mission-
aries raising financial support 

 Encourage and promote the use 
of new medical technology to elimi-
nating many of the terrible ailments 
which plague the unreached 

 Inform mission agencies and 
personnel of the upcoming printing 
of significant mission books 

 Ensure that recently returned 
stateside missionaries are being ef-
fectively supported and utilized 

 Develop some of the significant 

mission articles into low-cost book-
lets to gain a larger readership 

 Produce generic mission dis-
plays and resource packets for use in 
churches and at smaller conferences 

 Investigate new resources that 
would be valuable to develop 

 Develop a display presentation 
of the history of the mission move-
ment 

 Regularly gather and publish 
current mission reports from around 
the world 

 Influence the mission world to 
focus on recruiting high school grads 
instead of college grads 

 Use the INSIGHT curriculum 
to train younger potential missionar-
ies 

 Model distance education 
world-wide 

 Recruit missionaries as Ph.D. 
mentors to find associates to work 
toward a Ph.D. with them 

 Reprint Hudson Taylor’s 

biography and make it available to 
Chinese students studying in this 
country 

 Develop a museum of Global 
History/Civilization 

 Establish the Institute for the 
Study of the Origins of Disease 

 Promote the “order” structure 
and its tax implications as understood 
by the IRS, for the benefit of all mis-
sion agencies 

 Develop accounting practices 
that missionaries can easily use on the 
field 

 Form a world-level organiza-
tion to represent mission executives 

 Start a Mission Executives 
Newsletter 

 Introduce and encourage young 
people in mobilization through short-
term mobilization opportunities 

 Encourage intergenerational 
relationships through mentoring and 
community 

 Publish four valuable mission 

Opportunities Abound
A glimpse of the USCWM ‘s “To Do” list for the years ahead

Excerpted from For God’s Glory in All 
Peoples, copies of which are available 
through the ad on page 20.
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books each year at a very low cost for 
missionaries and mission agencies to 
give away 

 Begin a Publishing Science 
department 

 Develop a Mission Study Bible 
revealing the central role of missions 
throughout HisStory 

 Enlist children in a Missionary 
Kids recruiting committee 

 Systematically theologize about 
some key but often controversial or 
unchallenged Biblical issues 

 Promote the lives of outstand-
ing missionaries and mission leaders 
through booklets or brochures 

 Encourage mission-oriented 
gatherings to promote relationships 
between mission-oriented people 

 Challenge those able to pursue 
starting strategy institutes where the 
major cultural blocs could be studied 
from a mission point of view 

 Develop the Perspectives on the 
World Christian Movement Course 
into a chronological sixteen week 
format 

 Work on resolving the issue 
that forces many to renegotiate their 
mission commitment because mission 
agencies are only ready to take people 
who are fully trained and ready to go, 

whereas most inquirers and interested 
people need care, nurture, on-going 
contact and discipleship 

 Provide supplements to secu-
lar texts as a means of introducing 
a global Christian worldview at the 
high school level and impacting 
churches nationwide 

 Encourage a famous Chris-
tian author to write a novel raising 
awareness of the need for  fighting 
the works of the devil at the micro-
biological level

 Promote consultations focused 
on various frontiers of the mission 
effort

 Continue developing a global 
network of centers for world mission 

 Cultivate mobilization move-
ments within the various North 
American ethnic groups 

 Multiply offices to promote lo-
cal frontier mission efforts 

 Expand globally, the Perspec-
tives on the World Christian Move-
ment course 

 Work with denominational 
leadership to promote mission vision 

 Support continuing research 
into how to most effectively launch 
people movements
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As we look to the future – including the next 25 years – we want to help you to easily connect with USCWM 

ministries in which you have a special interest.  On this page you’ll find ministries and programs under the direct 

supervision of the U.S. Center for World Mission and related organizations.  On the facing page you’ll find 

collaborating agencies based on our Pasadena campus.  Call us, write us, visit us: we’d love to hear from you!

USCWM Ministries and Programs 
(May 2002)

Phone numbers are (626) 398-x (x = 4-digit extension) unless otherwise specified.
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Department Contact Phone E-Mail
Adopt-a-People Campaign Jerome Hannaman 2204 mobilization@uscwm.org
Aylward Dormitory (Guest Services) Marty Anderson 2415 ayl@wciu.edu
Children’s Mission Resource Center Gerry Dueck 2233 Gerry.Dueck@uscwm.org
Director’s Office Greg Parsons, 

Lee Purgason
2229 Greg.Parsons@uscwm.org, 

Lee.Purgason@uscwm.org
Facilities Office Kotlip Ilon 2458 Kilon@wciu.edu
Founders’ Program Lee Purgason 2239 founders@uscwm.org
Global Prayer Digest Keith Carey 2241 Keith.Carey@uscwm.org
INSIGHT Program Becky Lewis 2104 insight@uscwm.org
Judson International School Lila Bruckner 2476 info@judsonschool.org
Latin American Division Rigoberto Diguero 2215 Rigoberto_Diguero@uscwm.org
Mission Frontiers Leslie Tuico 2124 mission.frontiers@uscwm.org
Mission Resource Center Gerry Dueck 2236 Gerry.Dueck@uscwm.org
Mobilization Division Jerome Hannaman 2204 mobilization@uscwm.org
Personnel Department Tim Kelley 2330 personnel@uscwm.org
Perspectives Study Program Steve Halley 2125 perspectives@uscwm.org
Prayer Room (Staff rotation) 2220 prayer@uscwm.org
Records and Subscriptions Dan Eddy 2249 Dan.Eddy@uscwm.org
Regional Offices Jerome Hannaman 2204 regional@uscwm.org
Training Division Ralph Winter 296-7501 rdw112233@aol.com
Volunteers Office Diane Tolsma 2313 volunteers@uscwm.org
World Christian Foundations Beth Snodderly 2104 wcf@uscwm.org
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Agency Contact Phone E-Mail
Advancing Churches in 
Missions Commitment

Larry Walker 296-7644 larrywalker@acmc.org

Center for Anabaptist Leadership Gloria Newton 720-8100 cal@uscwm.org

China Ministries International Syh Yueh Wang 2343 syhyuehwang@hotmail.com

Christian Educators Association 
International

Forrest Turpen 798-1124 forrest@ceai.org

Emmanuel Bible College Ariel Babikian 791-2575 aybabikian@emmanuelbible
college.edu

Global Opportunities Dave English 2399 dave@globalopps.org

Go Ye Fellowship David Sand 2305 gyfdsand1@cs.com

Himalayan Mission Lok Bhandari 2287 lbhandari@aol.com

India Center for Mission Premkumar Dharmaraj 584-9555 dpremkumar@hotmail.com

Institute of Hindu Studies Jamie Bean 2314 bean.ihs@uscwm.org

International Evangelism to Armenians Larry Murphy 296-7554 Iealfm@aol.com

International Interns Walt Shearer 2116 wshearer@aol.com

Japanese Evangelization Center John Mizuki 2235 johntmizuki@aol.com

Korean-American Center for 
World Mission

Chong Kim 2405 chong.kim@kacwm.org

Latin American Indian Ministries Marius Peyre 2221 mpeyre@msn.com

MIMEistry Scott Wasson 445-5511 info@mimeistry.com

Mission Strategy Agency Jerry Takaki 714-828-8134 takakigk@aol.com

Missionary Care International Jerry Reddix 720-8118 drreddix@cs.com

OMF Chinese Church Mobilization Rudolf Mak 2388 rmak@omf.org

OMF Korean-American Paul Kim 2385 kamomf@aol.com

Operation Ezekiel Bill Bjoraker 2308 zeke2@earthlink.net

Operation Mobilization – 
Korean-American

Barnabas Kim 2294 barnabaskim@omkamusa.com

Operation Mobilization – Los Angeles Kathy Pilgrim 2172 omsoutherncali@aol.com

Presbyterian Center for Mission Studies Michael Boyland 2468 pcms@pcusa.org

Seed of Abraham David Depew 818-843-1357 dpdepew@earthlink.net

Third Culture Family Services Elsie Purnell 794-9406 empurn@aol.com

Trinity Press Lynn Schubert 2344 trinitypress@wciu.edu

Unreached Nations Craig Prest 296-7699 craig.prest@uscwm.org

William Carey Library Publishers Greg Parsons 2328 greg.parsons@uscwm.org

World Mission Associates Chris Little 296-7642 cklittle@fuller.edu

Collaborating agencies are those ministries, based on the USCWM campus, who agree to common guidelines 

in order to work more effectively with the USCWM and one another.  

USCWM Collaborating Agencies 
(May 2002)

Phone numbers are (626) 398-x (x = 4-digit extension) unless otherwise specified.
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Website Watch

 Have you taken 
Perspectives? Check the 
recently-updated website 
at www.perspectives.org. 
This spring set a new 
record enrollment in North 
America – over 5000 
students in 114 classes! 
Meanwhile, the Pasadena 
intensive class this summer 
(over 100 students enrolled) 
and the coordinator 
training workshop (80) 
are completely full. Make 
sure you and your friends 
don’t miss out on future 
opportunities. Watch for the 
list of fall 2002 classes by 
checking the Perspectives 
website as well as future 
issues of Mission Frontiers.

 Many of us take an 
uneasy approach to the 
“wisdom literature” of 
the Old Testament.  But 
not Rick Leatherwood 
and Project Snowflakes 
(www.kairos.cc/index.htm).  
The book of Proverbs can 
be a marvelous bridge; the 
wisdom of God points to 
the love of God.  To learn 
more, consult the Snowflakes 
website or E-mail 
Snowflakes@Kairos.cc. 

 The team at Joshua 
Project II has quietly 
upgraded and updated 
their tallies of peoples, 
downloadable from 
www.joshuaproject.net.  
When was the last time you 
took a look?  Let this helpful 
crew know what you think.

 When families flock to 
Orlando, it’s normally to 
visit Disney World or other 
major tourist attractions 
in the area.  Now you have 
another good reason to 
visit: to explore the Wycliffe 
Mobilization Center, the 
new home of Wycliffe 
Bible Translators USA.  
The construction of the 
Mobilization Center is a 
key component in Wycliffe’s 
worldwide overhaul in 
pursuit of their Vision 
2025 goal – to start Bible 
translation in every language 
that needs it by the year 
2025.  To get a preview of 
the Mobilization Center 
before you visit, take a look 
at www.wycliffe.org/wbt-
usa/offices/WMC.htm.  

 Note: Wycliffe’s site is 
adjacent to the U.S. head-
quarters of Campus Crusade 
for Christ, so safeguard some 
time, if you can, to also visit 
Campus Crusade and learn 
more about the JESUS Film 
Project and other ministries.  
The Campus Crusade staff 
are well prepared to give 
tours to visitors.  Check out 
www.lakehart.org to learn 
about Campus Crusade’s 
interactive VisionWalks 

along the first-floor corridors 
of their two administration 
buildings.

Mission Journals

 “Globalization” is a 
term and a concept much 
discussed these days.  
But Dana Robert points 
out, in the April 2002 
issue of the International 
Bulletin of Missionary 
Research (IBMR), that the 
“internationalization” of the 
1920s and 1930s was an 
early form of globalization 
to which Anglo-American 
Protestant missionaries 
contributed significantly, 
especially in their nurture 
of indigenous Christianity 
in many cultures.  This 
same issue of the IBMR 
includes a helpful analysis 
of the Jesus Film Project, 
offered by project director 
Paul Eshleman.  Learn more 
via www.omsc.org.  For 
subscriptions, contact the 
IBMR at PO Box 3000, 
Denville, NJ 07834.

 “Oceans of Information” 
is the theme of the April 
2002 issue of Evangelical 
Missions Quarterly, with 
a variety of reviews and 
critiques of the World 
Christian Encyclopedia, 
World Christian Trends, and 
Operation World.  Other 
notable articles include 
“Kingdom Business: A New 
Frontier in Missions” by 
David Befus (president of 
Latin America Mission) and 
“Toward Interdependent 
Ministry Partnerships: 

Fueling Ministry Without 
Fostering Dependency” by 
Glenn Fretz.  You can learn 
more via www.wheaton.edu/
bgc/emis or contact 
EMQ at PO Box 794, 
Wheaton, IL 60189, 
Emis@wheaton.edu.

 “You can never know 
enough, but you can easily 
know too much.”  This is 
one of four provocative 
mottoes offered by A.H. 
Mathias Zahniser in 
“Christian Witness in a 
Marketplace of Cultured 
Alternatives”, the lead article 
in the April 2002 issue of 
Missiology: An International 
Review.  Other notable 
articles in this issue of 
Missiology include “Weaving 
the Words: The Book of 
Ruth as Missiologically 
Effective Communication” 
by Nancy J. Thomas and 
“Living Together with 
the Ancestors: Ancestor 
Veneration in Africa as a 
Challenge for Missiology” 
by Johannes Triebel.  For 
further information, 
contact Missiology at 616 
Walnut Avenue, Scottdale, 
PA 15683-1999, E-
mail cdepta@mph.org, 
Web www.asmweb.org/
missiology.htm.

 Issue 18:2 of the 
International Journal of 
Frontier Missions is now 
off the press.  Check out 
the series of articles on 
“Field-Governed Mission 
Structures in the Bible and 
Throughout the Centuries,” 
for here you have substance 
on an important issue 
highly relevant to frontier 
mission today.  For IJFM 
subscriptions, contact: 
7665 Wenda Way, El Paso, 
TX 79915, USA, e-mail 
103121.2610@compuserve. 
com, www.ijfm.org.

Darrell Dorr

Darrell Dorr is the Consulting 
Editor of Mission Frontiers.
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—Greg H. Parsons 

FURTHER REFLECTIONS

Rev. Greg Parsons is 
General Director of the 
U.S. Center for World 
Mission. He’s been on 
staff at the USCWM 
for 19 years.

Don’t rush into Afghanistan 
Without the Right Stuff

22  May-June 2002  Mission Frontiers

As you might guess, talk is 
in the air about going into 
Afghanistan. People have 

taken survey trips there. Mission 
agencies are poised to go in with 
funds and short-term teams. More 
than 300 organizations have signed 
up with one umbrella organiza-
tion expressing their plans to move 
into the country soon. Some have 
experience in the Muslim world and 
are planning with that experience in 
view. Others do not.

A few weeks ago, some visitors 
shared with our staff about work-
ing in the Muslim world. They 
have been in this part of the world 
since the mid-1970s. They shared 
one story about the time they took 
a team up into a remote mountain 
area to do medical work. Their plan: 
Serve the people – and keep your 
mouth shut! 

(At best, that sounds like a waste 
of time and at worst, it sounds like 
heresy. We Americans are so force-
ful in our personality and style, and 
that spills over into the evangelical 
church. We’ve heard that “just living 
the witness” doesn’t work to bring 
people to Christ. So why would we 
get behind the idea of just serving 
people? 

One reason we share the gospel 
the way we do is that our society is 
so “burned over” with—and some-
times by—the church. Beyond that, 
we have a certain style that has de-
veloped as the standard “acceptable” 
way to do it. But the gospel message 
was spread in different ways both 
in the Bible and historically. Why 

would we expect it to spread the same 
way in other places – especially in the 
Muslim world, today?) 

Back to the “servants” in the 
Muslim culture

After they did their medical work 
one day in a remote mountain village, 
they saw a Muslim evangelist, climb-

ing up the mountain with his little 
medical kit (he could help, too!) and 
his side pack full of Islamic literature 
to share a more aggressive form of 
Islam with this village of nominal—in 
his mind—Muslims. He told the 
outside medical team, “You should 
not be here!” After a heated confron-
tation, including weapons flashing, 
the village elder told this Muslim 
man to leave and subsequently invited 
this couple up to his home for dinner. 
That evening he asked all kinds of 
questions about a Bible he had gotten 
months before, and they had oppor-
tunity to share God’s love with this 
influential leader well into the night.

Our normal reaction to this would 
be to poke fun at the methods of 
the Muslim evangelist. But many a 
Christians uses a similar approach: do 
a little service or work in your “job” as 
a way to get into a country. We, too, 
use our little medical kits or candy or 
videos or whatever. But even effective 
tools like the JESUS film used with-
out understanding the worldview of 
the people can do more damage than 
good – some people need to be pre-
pared to understand a message well.

It would be like the small-town 
“evangelist” from the U.S. who has 
a crusade in India for a week and 
then claims to have “evangelized” 
that city! Of course all the people 
raise their hands to “receive” Jesus. 
They already have millions of gods; 
there is no problem adding another! 
In general, people in Asia don’t 
want to say no to a well-off West-
erner who seems to be in charge! 
Then the evangelist returns home 
and talks of reaching a village or 
city with hundreds or thousands 
making “decisions.”

What is the right stuff?
It is a bit ironic that the couple 

I mention above, who have been 

faithful to serve the people there 
and live with them throughout a 
range of governments and transi-
tions, started out serving hippies 
who used to travel through the area. 
When the hippies couldn’t stay in 
the country, this couple felt led to 
stay longer, and they ended up rais-
ing their family and reaching out in 
love to their Muslim hosts. We may 
never know how many lives they 
have touched, but we do know that 
God seems to honor servanthood. 

On the other hand, there has 
been so little fruit in this part of the 
world – that is, the Muslim, Hindu 
or Buddhist worlds (other than Ko-
rea and a few other pockets) – that 
we must ask the question if service 
is enough. Servanthood must be 
at the foundation of our work, but 
we also desire to pursue all of what 
God wants. What we really need 
are people who go with the servant’s 
heart and with a learner’s attitude 
– especially when it comes to how 
we share the core message about 
Christ that seems so clear to us in 
the Western world. 

What we really need are people who go with the 
servant’s heart and with a learner’s attitude – 

especially when it comes to how we share the core 
message about Christ that seems so clear to us in 

the Western world. 
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