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Have you ever met 
distant relatives 
for the first time 

and were astounded by 
how you are very much 
alike? Yet this is no mys-
tery, for we share DNA 
with family members. 
In Amsterdam in April 
2003 some of us working 
to mobilize the Church 
– using Perspectives and 
courses inspired by it 
– recognized that we share 
the same missiological 
“DNA”, so we began to 
refer to ourselves as the 
Perspectives family. In December 2003 we met again 
in Pasadena to build upon and expand the network 
of relationships begun in Amsterdam.  We agreed to 
extend the “family” motif to formally recognize a “Per-
spectives Family” of curricula that also share the same 
missiological DNA.
Since occasional face-to-face gatherings are neces-
sary to maintain a sense of identity in any extended 
family, the Perspectives Roundtable (our partners in 
the United Kingdom) offered to serve the rest of us 
by hosting a Perspectives Family “Global Huddle” 
in High Wycombe December 10-13, 2006.  The 27 
participants in this huddle represented 21 ministries, 
12 countries of ministry, eight languages, and seven 
Perspectives Family curricula.  

Program Reports
We received reports from established programs in 
Indonesia, India, Australia, New Zealand, Nigeria, 
Romania, Korea, North America, and the United 
Kingdom. We heard representatives from Thailand 
and Brazil share their vision of what they hope to do 
in their contexts. Each program is unique because 

each context is unique; 
there should be little 
surprise that a course that 
emphasizes contextualized 
ministry is itself the object 
of significant contextual-
ization. For instance, in 
Korea the focus is on mo-
bilizing students who are 
potential missionary can-
didates, but in Nigeria the 
target audience is church 
and mission leaders.
We brainstormed on how 
to advance the movement 
in different contexts – for 
example, how to simplify 

materials originally written for well-educated, native 
speakers of English so that they are easier to under-
stand and translate  We readily acknowledged that 
the history section of Perspectives needs to be adapted 
to include more detail about mission to and from 
each region, and we reviewed a working document to 
further that purpose.

Curriculum Reports
We received updates on the development of standard 
curricula in Chinese, Spanish, Russian and Arabic. 
(Standard curricula are the dynamic equivalent of the 
Perspectives on the World Christian Movement as we 
know it in North America.) One of the highlights was 
laying hands on one of the newly-printed Chinese 
Perspectives books and praying for the development 
of study guides and programs to utilize this resource 
within diverse Chinese contexts. 
In addition, we received reports from five specialized 
curricula of the Perspectives Family.  (Specialized curri-
cula are inspired by and/or complementary to standard 
curricula.)  
u 	Kairos is an eight-lesson curriculum formerly 

known as the Condensed World Mission Course. 
Kairos is used in 17 countries and eight languages 
to introduce church leaders and laypeople to the 
foundational ideas found in the Perspectives course.   
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